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PROJECT PROVIDES HOUSING FOR LOW INCOME CITIZENS 


Kabul KABUL NEW TIMES in English 21 Jan 86 p 4 


[Text ] 


KABUL, (BIA)— 
Along with other meas- 
ures taken by our revol- 


Utionary party and the st- 
ate for the welfare and 


prosperity of the people 
in various parts of our co- 
untry, the provision of sh- 
elter has received the lo- 
ca] point of attention. 
Accordingly the Nawab- 
ad-e-Pul-e-Charkhi proj- 
ect has been worked out 
to provide housing for 
those citizens who cann- 
ot afford to buy land and 
build houses within the 
master plan area of Ka- 
bul city. The project, 
when completed, will pr- 
ovide housing for the cit- 
isens at the lowest poss- 
idle price. 


According to Khair 
Mohammad Kargar, Vice- 
president of the executive 
committee of the People’s 
Deputies’ Jirgah (Council) 
of Kabul city for constru- 
ction affairs, Nawabad-e- 
Pul-e-Charkhi project co- 
vers an area of 877 hecta- 
res of land and is plann- 
ed to provide housing for 
over 85,000 people. 

The project consists of 
e totaliof 13,211 
land plots, each 
covering an area of three 


|hundred square meters. 


The project is located 


/9274 
CSO: 4600/239 


18 kilometers from the 
centre of the city and 
is linked with it by a 
highway. 
| Kargar added that so 
far , a great number of 
Kabul citizens have app- 
lied individually or coll- 
ectively through the ins- 


‘ titutions “in which they 


work to the executive 
committee of the people’s 
Jirgah of Kabul city and 
have obtained the lands 
for housing. 

_ Besides, the Departm- 
ent of Construction En- 
terprise of the commi- 
ttee, in. order to solve 
the housing problems of 
its workers and employ- 
ees, has already started 
to build houses in an 


area covering 300 plots 


of land. a 


The department has 
provided all facilities for 


its workers and employ- 
ees and will continue to 


do soin future too. ' 


The vice-president of 
the construction affairs 
said that the workers and 
government employees 
who cannot afford to pay 
the prices of the lands at 


,once, are given the cho- 
ice to pay in installments, 
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provided the institutions 


in which they work gw 
arantee. 


In order to speed up 
the process and compl- 
etion of the project, the 
construction raw materia- 
ls, most of which will be | 
produced locally, are t9 
be provided at reasonable 

the clients. 
ee deve project, 
public utilities such 8s 
schools kindergartens, mo~ 
sques, a 
lic paths, athletic gy- 
—” recreational 


facilities, administrative 
buildings, pharmacies, fi- 


rst aid centres, superm- 


arkets, libraries, shops, 
work-shops,  food-stufis 
cooperatives etc. are pla- 


nned in accordance: '' with 
the city planning norms, 


Water supply for ‘ the 
project -will be provided 
by sinking deep weels. In 
the future, according to 
the master plan of Kabul 
city, the water supply net- 
work of the project will 
be provided from the wa- 
ter course of Logar river. 
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PAPER REPORTS 120 MUJAHIDIN 'MARTYRED' IN 2 OPERATIONS 


Tehran KAYHAN INTERNATIONAL in English 29 Jan 86 pp 1-2 


[Text } 


NEW DELHI, Jan. 28 


(Di ) — Soviet and 
Afghan government forces 
backed by jets martyred 
more than 120 Mujahideen in 
two operations in eastern and 
western Afghanistan, a west- 
ern diplomat said ong 

In eastern N 
vince, Soviet forces and thew 
Afghan allies launched a 
four-day sweep on Jan. 17 to 
stop Muslim guerrillas from 
attacking Afghan military 
posts near Jalalabad City, 
about 100 miles (160 km) 
southeast of Kabul, the dip- 
lomat ¢aid. 

The Soviets employed 


cs ‘ring the ive, te 


— 


—-* Presi- 
an reagan by y by Maslin 
guerriias. There are cur- 


rently an éstimated 150,000 


Soviet in the 
"Six tanks, two helicopters 
and one jet were 


the diplomat said, quoting 





The Seiches Fiiaal! 
Afghanistan to back the com-. 


information from Mujahi- 
deen sources on the offensive 
near Jalalabad.. - “But 114. 


Before launching the: 
attack, Soviet forces were . 
de loyed in the Kumar 
h. north of Jalslabad to 


oy ey 


He said 120 Mujahideen 


were martyred and 60 
wounded in the attack, which 
occurred in late January. 
‘ . Factlonal 
In another development, a 
ight erupted on Jan. 20 


‘an the office building of 


Afghan Prime Minister 
Sultan Ali Keshtmand and a 
little later an ambulance was 


It was not known if 
Keshtmand was in the build- 
ing at the time. 

. The diplomat said the 
shooting apparently was 


JPRS=NEA=86-040 
31 March 1986 


AFGHANISTAN 











19274 
CSO; 


4600/2 39 


sparked by a factional strug- 
within the ruling People’s 
Democratic Party of 
Afghanistan, but he could 
not say who was involved. 

Quarrels between rival 
Afghan communist factions 
have previously sparked gun- 
battles inside the Arg Palace, 
where Karmal has his office. 

Pak. Tows Strafed 

Meanwhile, Soviet-built 
military helicopters strafed a 
key Pakistani town near the 

ghan border Monday, kil- 
ling one person and injuring 
18 others, 

A senior government offi- 
cial in the Northwest Frontier 
Province capital of Peshawar 
said the attack by two 
Afghan army helicopters 
escorted by three jet fighters 
caused panic in the town of 
Parachinar, located about 
five miles (8 km) from the 
Afghan frontier. : 

The government official, 
who asked not to be named, 
said one was killed 
and 18 wourded in the rocket 
attack on Parachinar, which 
es on a key infiltration route 
into Afghanistan by anti- 





Soviet insurgents and is a 


major stopover point for 
Pakistan-bound Afghan 
refugees. 7» si ti 

He said the attsck on 
Parachinar; 155 miles (250 
km) west of Islamabad and 
80 miles (128 km) south of 
Peshawar, was the first time 
Afghan aircraft bad hit a 
town of that size and impor- 
tance, * 2 , 
A resident of Parachinar, 
Yusuf Husain, said in a tele- 
pbone interview that Pakis- 
tani anti-aircraft guns 
repeatedly fired at the 
helicopters and jet fighters 
but their targets, 


Miltary Post Captured 

Meanwhile Agency 
Afghan press from London 
said that Harkat-e-Ingilab-e- 
Islami Mujahideen in Faryab 
attacked a military post in 
Daulatabad recently, captur- 
ing the post commander 
Muhammad Ishaq along four 
of his colleagues. 


The AAP report said that 
40 Karmal troops stationed at 
the post defected to the 
Mujahideen while two 
Mujahids were martyred and 
three were injured. 














ENVOY BRIEFS PRESS ON SOVIET INITIAT.VES, AID 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 7 Feb 86 p 12 


| (Text J 


19274 
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The Soviet Ambassador to 
Bangladesh, Mr. V.G. Beliaev, 
said that the Soviet 


pro. | 
= as detailed by Mikhail Gor 


cv in his statement on Ja 
nuary 15 aimed at compicte elim 
Ination of nuclear weapons from 
the world and to free Pn a 
soy the fear of utter truc 
tion. 


Speaking to newsmen at a 


Press bricfing session held at 


Sovict Embassy Club un Wednes 
day tho Soviet ambassador ha» 
outlined the long-term program. 
and strategy of Soviet yeace 
initiative at three satges. 


In replying to a question of | 


the presence of Sovict troops in 
Afganistan, the Soviet ambassa 


. dor told that Soviet troops were 


sent there on the request of the 
Afgan Government to safeguard 
its independence and sovereign- 
ty from the aggression of immpe- 
rialist countries on the basis of 
a mutual egreement si bet 
ween the two countries in 1974: 
Speaking about the bi-lateral 
trelatiofia between Bangladesh 


4600/1491 


‘and the USSR the Sovict envoy 


said that the Soviet gov. 
ernment continued to assist Ban 
sladesh in her cconomic cievelop 
ment programmes  narticularly 
in the field of acncration of pow 
er to feed the increasing de 
mand of industrice rnd expand 
jing agriculture. He said that ac- 
veral thermal power plants with 
a total generaiing capacity 

74 megawatt are b:ing fect up 
at Ghorasnl in collanoration with 
the Soviet government. He also 
disclosed that the Sovict govern 
ment was eager to assist Bang- 
Jadesh in constructing a bridge 
over the river Rupsa at Khulna 
a Chalina port with the 
rest of Bangladesh. Regarding 
bilateral trade between tht two 
‘countrics, the Scviet ambnassa- 
dor told that bet’ ‘cg traditional 
items lke fute aud jute goods, 
the USSR is also trying to ex- 
pand her trade on non-tradcition 
al items like garments from 


‘Bangladesh in order to improve 


and widen the trad« between the 


‘two countries. 








£A-867040 


-N 
JPRS“REAT 


41 Mar 


BANGLADESH 











JPRS-NEA~86- 040 
31, March 1986 


BANGLADESH 


POLITICAL LEADERS PROTEST SOVIET ENVOY'S REMARKS 
Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 7 Feb 86 ppl, 8 


[Text] Five central leaders of Jatiya Party and Hindu Kalyan Samity president 
in two separate statements issued yesterday protested against certain remarks 
of Soviet Ambassador in Bangladesh Mr V. G. Beliaev at the press conference 
addressed by him on Wednesday. 


Jatiya Party leaders Mahabubul Huq Dulan, Shamsuzzaman Mintu, Nazimuddin Al 
Azad, Shamim Al Mamun and Golam Sarwar Milan in a joint statement described 
as indecent a remark of the Ambassador that the Bangladeshis had forgotten 
Soviet role in 1971. 


Denouncing a remark of the Soviet Ambassador about the media of Bangladesh 
he said that it was undesirable since there were news and criticisms in the 
media regarding both the superpowers. The USA also comes under criticism 
here, they added. 


They said, our media believe in democratic norms and do not carry "communist 
advertisements" like the Soviet media. 


They said that the gratefulness for assistance could not be shown by compro- 
mising independence and sovereignty of the country. 


They said that some foreign powers which had become active after independence 
of Bangladesh to establish influence here by playing up their assistance in 
the war of independence of Bangladesh were still trying to block the estab- 
lishment of an elected government with the help of their local agents. 


The Jatiya Party leaders urged the people not to be misled by any quarter. 


They said, “comparing the Rajakars of 1971 with the valiant mujaheeds of 
Afghanistan the Soviet Ambassador has virtually exposed his country's role 
in this region." 


They said the people of the country could force the hegemonist forces to 
abandon their design to install an Afghan-style puppet government in this 
country. 

Bangladesh Hindu Kalyan Samity president Sree Rana Dewanjee in a statement 
said that the people of Bangladesh would remember with deep gratitude the 
Soviet assistance given in 1971, but they would not also forget the un- 
diplomatic attitude of the Soviet Union towards Bangladesh after its inde- 


pendence. 
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uw 
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on South Africa to discour 
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Pegmome oo 8 e@tnee on the apartheid icy of Bot 
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FEC, SAARC Cooperation 


an Tt ReeOLADeSe TIMES in English 8 Feb 86 p 5 


The Eeropean Commissioner for North-South 
Reletioss. Claede Cheysson, said on Thursday that 
the Deropean Economic Community was ready to 
hele the ecely created South ‘Asian Association for 
Resiees! Cooperation both technically and finan- 
telly. Thee aveerance of aid from modern history's 
shtee eed moet successful regional grouping has 
oome whee the SAARC is just two months old. 
“eece the Sowth Asian Cooperation comprising Bang- 
eieeh Bheten, Indie, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan 
oe! Se Leeks was launched at a summit meeting 
» Deke lect December, the EEC has been show- 
we ee eved leterest in the growth of the regional 





hero 


iy Cheweson at @ news conference at the end 
tee Cwe-dey official visit to Bangladesh said that 
ee HRC would be cager to assist any SAARC 
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tries have etoreseed bores thet ecw ercee ol te 
included soon As the SAARC grees ee ce 
for cooperation with the FRC eal « acpener Ge 
will soon reach the tlewel of cComerereteee Gheet te 
European Community bas with the ASEAN eetenm 


On a bilateral plane. the FRC thee etteched 
iMportance to its tics with Bangiegesh Mir Clees 
sson who had met with Presideet Erched. Porcine 
Minister Humayun Rasheed Chow@bers onf the 
Ministers for food, agriceltere and ieriretion. «tee 
ssed that these tics should be further expaeded. ie 
detailed talks with Finance Adwiseer M_ Swederremer 
Mr Cheysson indicated EEC's willingness to coptere 
areas for joint ventures and for helping BGengiedesd 
achieve self-sufficiency in food. The talks ted to 
the signing of three agreements on Theredaw ie the 
areas of food sid, cereal seeds and cotter deve 
lopment involving about |5 million BCL 


Bangladesh is a beneficiary of the EEC ore 
gramme of financial and technical assistance. The 
on going 16 development projects financed by the 
FEC account for 100 millién dollars and this is 
in addition to a 25 million dollar food aid anne- 
ally. In the case of trade, 25 per cent of Bangle- 
desh’s exports go to the EEC countries while the 
latter account for nearly 12 per cent of the 
imports. Bangladesh's exports of shrimps to the 
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Commerce Minister's Press Conference 
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Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 12 Feb 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text } 


The new two-year term, cate- 
ory-by-category Bangladesh- 
SA quota accord provides for 
exports of 40 lakh dozens of 
ready-made garments, covering 
scten items under it, per 
annum to the US market. This, 
according to a rough estimate, 
will represent a 109 per cent 
increase in the existing export 
trade — %olume, involving the 
particular items under the ac- 
cord, to the : 
| The accord, signed in Washing- 
ton on February 7 Jast follow- 
ing quota consultations between 
Bangladesh team led by Commer 
cc Sceretar Mr ABM Golam 
Mostafa and the US trade re 
presentatite officials headed by 


Mr. Charles Carlysic, will re 
main in force till January 3, 
$8, Provision has been made 
for a six per cent automatic 
increase in quota Ievels for each 
related category in the s¢cond 
ae of the accord which has 


een made eficctite from Feb- . 


ruery 1 this year. 

A total of over 1.60 lakh do 
zens of cotton shirts, lying at 
various points as emteneqeed car 
go following the earlier imposi- 
tion of quota on the same, 
will be allowed for entry to 
the Us market and the entire 
quentum will be lifted for mar- 


keting in the USA by March 7 
next. The tolume of such em. 
bargoed cargo will be adjusted 
against the new agrced combin- 
ed quota of synthetic and cot- 
ton shirts, on an cqual annual 
basis during the period of the 
accord (1986-88). 4vu 

Elaborating on the quo:as for 


ready-made garments’ cat¢gorics' 


the accord Commerce 
Secretary Mr, ABM Golam Mos- 
tafa told the newsmen at a 
Press conference at the Secre- 
tariat office of the Commerce 
Minister in Dhaka on Tuesday 
that i¢ ensured “very very sub- 
stantial gains” for Bangladesh in 
the context of growing protec. 
tionist sentiment particulariy re- 
laing to Multi-Frbre Arrange 
ment (MFA) in the USA, This 
was possible because of good- 
will and understanding between 
the two sides, he added. 

He pointed out that the quota 
for cotton trousers, shirts aod 
shorte (categories 347 and 348) 
earirer at 6,15,044 dozens, 
wae raised under the new ac 
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“cord to 99 Jakh dozens, Thero 


will be a combined quota in 

maperation fur synthetic sbirte 

(category 640) and cotton shirts 
(category 340) at the letel of 33 
Jakh dozens under the accord 
compared to carlier agreement 
about the quota on category 340 
at 3.30 lakh dozens and the 
nts foe eveyone bg 
at or category P 
added. The hold Icvel at 8410 
dozens for women's coats and 
pants (category 335) under bither 
to call notice has be added, becp 
raised to {,10 lakh dozens. Fur 
cotton re (category 331) 
and cotton Jadics blouse (cat¢- 
gory 341), the quotas under the 
new accord, will be at 5.05 Iakh 
and il lakh dozens respectitcly 
which are marginally higher thea 
the current levels, as indicaicd 
by the latest trade gewres, the 
Commerce Secretary noted. 

Commerce Minister Kazi Zafar 
Ahmed told the newsmen at the 
Press conference that the new 
accord would provide greater re- 
licf and Jecway for better op¢tra 
tions of the country’s ready. 
made garments industry whic 
had been facing serious prob- 
lems particularly after the ad- 
verse quota restrictions over 
the recent months. He noted 
that, the accord served the best 
interests of the couvtry under 
the given set of circurnstances 
and felt that efforts would now 
be needed to ditersify the ex- 
ports of garments industry, both 
diyction-wise and item-wise.“ He 
stressed the need for healthy en 
vironment and understanding be 
tween the workers and the 
management in the garments in- 
dustry sector. He pointed out 
that even the quotas on parti-) 
cular fiems in the UK and Fran- 
ce could not be fulfilled last 
year. The . market also pro. 
vides scope for ecxport product 
diversitication since only a few 
items out of a large number 
of US textile import categories 
are covered under the new 
quota accord, he staicd, 

Kazi Zafar said that a aupers 
sclicrs mect would: svon be heid 
in London to enable Bangla- 
deshi cxporters of rcady-made 
garments to boost their export 
operations in the UK market. 
He stated that efforts were also 
being madc by his ministry to 
export more garments _ > 
Bangladcsh to the soctalist 


Ll 


countrics, the Middie East and 
other potential markets. 

Meanwhile, Commerce Secre 
tary Mr. ADM Golam Mustafa 
gtaiel at the piesa conference 
that the Bangladesh team, com- 
posed of the government. off. 
ciala and six representative from 
Bangladesh dymade Gar- 
ments Manufacturers and Ex- 

rtere Association Dr, Kamal 
fossain (as legal adviser to the 
Association) made a strong pica 
for special = dispensation for 

angludesl) of one of the least 
developed countrics at the 
three dav quota consultations 
from conway $8 to 7 last in 
Washington. He felt that 19 
ponse from the Ug side was 
quite positite apg this, backed 
by political will at the highest 
leycl between the two sides, pav- 
ed the way for the signing of 
the new accord on more favour 
able terms for Bangladesh com. 
pared to other similier 
accords signed by the USA with 
Imionesin, Nepal Sri Lanka and 
other countrice, 

About the importance of the 
Us market for Bangladesh gat- 
ments industry in its present 
le¢cl and direction-wise export 


operations, the Conmuneree c- 


retary said that about 80 per 
cent of Bangladeshi ments 
exports “go to the US market 
and in all, 17 catcgories of gar 
ments items from Bangladesh 
are now Involved in such trade 
transactions”, He felt that the 
new accord d enstle Bangla 
desh to reach its position as 
the sixth largest exporter of 
rcadymade garments in all cate 
ories under quota or outside 
f to the US market after Hon 
ong, Singapore Tailwen Sout 
Korea and China. ; 
While making an assessmeat 
about the impact the new 
Bangladcsh.US qucte accord on 
the opcrationg in the existing 
operational garments’ unite in 
the country, the Commerce Secre 
tarv observed that the accord 
with its quota structure would 
by itself alone ensure six 
months productite  opceratioss 
for the units, provide opporiunl 
ty for exports of about 8 
to 10.000 dozens at the minl- 
mum by each of the unit to the 
US market and guarantee an 
average annual export earnings 
See Taka 375 crore to t 
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REPORT ON FRG PRESIDENT'S AIRPORT FRESS CONFERENCE 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 15 Feb 86 pp il. & 

{Text } 

West German President Dr. economic aid in Mangiades> oe et oe maken 
Richard Von Weizsaccker og Fri sand “the cutloo® of future brip tet we showié met Serger sien 
dav suggested inctitutionalisatios ls sotiofactory.” i" ceeretianal erspens f Gs 
of cooperation between SAARC The FRG ‘emt caid thot orence 
EEC and other regional Ponaledesh had made imerrtn + Os te poongers of Nore 
tions to promote achicvernents im the field of S* Gintograe Bee Cn mee 
peace. “It is possible and advis-. economic development since us Pree some phd Mt chmuid moe 
able to institutionalise global liberation im 1971 when mow of reme’s @ Geiger 3 ee i. 
pence through regional coopers ber infrastructure wet Gretror tre teste of erties 
tions’ h said. e¢ Be said thet bis country ihe the: doe comme ry tetwreed 
Addressing a crowded Press provided help and sistance to bones mertet comer: and he 
conference at the Press room 2f the enerey . tarnilly omerrwed thet the om One 
\the VVIP lounger at Zia Int planning and ot infrastrecture hemmen" pe acees on wi hele bene 
tional Airport before leaving development in the poct fiher ary tr the eouth could crmtrfiesee 1% 
Kuala Lumpur after a five-day on Banaledesh In thie regerd th eepersicn of mertet ce Ge 
state visit to Bangladesh the he w.entioned shou, the Geren rere’ 

FRG President lauded Dhaka's a’ted Aghugen! thermal cower Whee he Wet Gereeee Pre 
initiative in the launching of station that had been reaming Piet reqerend he Rergied-o 
the seven-nation South Asian for the last 18 years without any reweurpert to glee bee come 
Association tor Regiogal Canno irnee diment mene ot the Preee conference 
sation (SAARC). He said that President Weireaccker believed Ershet cold ther te 
SAARC had greatly contributed that the overall economic deve. very  fruitfel Giecoecioes 
to the concept of regional cooge lopment of Bangladesh wre link with Pereigeet Welreeccter os 
ration and it had helped the e4 with its social develorme ieternetions! end regional ie 
efforts for peace in South Asia, ess. Turning to President wore, He oeid thet he was Pep 
He advocated for an internation. Frthad who was sitting beside weh the Weer Gere 5 = 
al peace policy to remove con- hin the West German President » stmerance of betp ond 
frontation between the big and sold “your gublicieed snnownce. evtivece to Rengiedesh 
small countries. ment to move to democracy 1 future. Petiproceting the wieh 

The President of the Federal not only help the politics! sta>! of bic guest Previdere Erched 
Republic of Germany said that: litv but also the social develor qold thee Recgiedech gould 
one of the reasons for his state ment process. contribute to world peace 
visit to Bangladesh, the first by , wey @ 9 cena = fe 
an FRG President was to have armament est Ge 7 Presiden: 

a political dialogue with Presid. sident asserted that the wealth awe eee ated oO 
eut Ershad as Bangladesh had and resources of tnis = warm send of at the sirport 
grown into an important and should aot be used for orm os President Weoirseccker wes oc 
stabilising voice not only in for the welfare Aggy Fa corded a Guard of Honour be 
South Asia but also in other beings. He. However. the fore he boarded bie special oir. 
parts of the world. He appreciat | “we com ast olpect to Sn Se erat of the Wee German Aa 
ed the increased voice of Bang- world into ef armless peradiee fosse, & Sheen eaiete fessatted 
ladesh in global situations H+, tomorrow even we he So the ond be the fivedayw state 
termed the nomination of Bang Asked to comment RA. the visit of the West German Pres 
ladesh's Foreign Minister to the viet proposal to eliminate dent when he started to clued 
presidency of the United. Na- nuclear arms by the end of this the ramp of his plane. 
tions General Assembly as & re- century the FRG President said Deputy Chicf Martial Law Aé 
flection of Dhaka’s leadership ‘we are or & process of a ncw minstrators Rear Admiral Sal 
ard weight in world affairs. dinlogue between the two super ten Ahmed and Air Vice Mer- 

The West German _ powers the first round of which chal Sulten Mahmood members 
aseured President Ershad of his has alrcady been held in Geneva’. of the cabinet heads of diplo 
country’s meaningful and sens He believed that this dialogue matic missions and high rank- 
ible assistance to the economi. could - should lead to disar- ing civil end military officials 
development efforts in mament. 
des. Expressing his satisfaction President Weizsaecker said ‘You ae el ae Gan pele gy hg 
| coar the utilisation of German here and we in the centre of dent. y 

Europe will be equally affected 
| 7 nuclear threat’. He caw 
tioned ‘we are now talking about 
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Political Leaders Protest 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 21 Feb 86 ppl, 8 


[Text ] 


Gitn nationals and calied for 


two enclaves 


Intta’s part to hend over the Tin 
Piche corridor to Bangladesh 


He demended immediate re- 


tutn of the occupied islets to the 
Inhabitants of the enclaves. and 
protested against what he ter- 
med a werk polity cf the 
Government in this regard. 
Messrs Shaflul) Alem Prodhan 
President end Anftur Rhman, 
Geneve! Serretary, Jatiya Gono 
tanttik Priv, in a joint press 
statement termed the inciden 


Ag an PRpression of exnansionist 
mentelity, an4 said such activi- 
ties were foetied by a policy of 
apper serment. 

They urged the prople to be 
votal about this and called upon 
the Covernmert to raise the 
isene at frternctional forums in- 
elu4ire the SAARL. 

Lt (7 (PAY Shobriar Rachid 
Khan President and Mr = Wai- 
durzaman Genera! Secretary of 
Pragat'shi! Gonotantrik Shakti in 


a foint pres etatement termed’ : 


the ir-cidente ae attacks on the in 
dependence and sovereignty of 
Pangisdesh. and an outcome V 
the policy of appeasement 


Problems With Demarcation 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 26 Feb 86 pp 1, 8 


[Article by Abdus Shahed] 


[Text | 


RANGPUR, Feb. 25° fates of 


the past two weeks are un- 
—Enoen 


Inhabitants who fed the «n- 
claves just as the blockade was 


one inhabitant of Angorpots 
who arrived here this week. 


The blockade was imposed 
by the co-called Tin Bigha Son 
gram Committee with a view 
to grabbing the enclaves-along 
with newly emerged chariand. 

The committee, for unknown 
reasons, opposed the survey 
work for demarcation of the 
Tin Pigha and India-Rangla- 
desth berder near the enclaves 
whikh started under an nagree- 
ment between two countries. 
The work wae stopped just 
after posting the first demarca- 


tion pole. 
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The demarcction work Star- 
ted at 9 am. on January 28 
this year from Bangladesh sub- 


plar No. 3 and Ipéian Fulkata 
Movja No. 101. A bamboo pol: 
war pl.ecd at the startng 
point. The Deputy Comissioner 
Crochbitir, $.D.0. Mekliganj 
int BSF Captein on Indian | 
side and four members of Ban | 
gladech -ursty tenm Wat pre: | 


sent at this time. The program- | 


me ws, suspended after th 
first point was decided 

Tie firs tamboo pole vtlich 
wes pested on the first duv 
jwas taker away by the group 
of Indian citizens after half-an- 
hour of it, posting. he 

On January <9 when the sur- 
vey tecm of h.dia and Bangla. 


back suiy¢y t®am. The survey 
team came back after thay 
hed felt inseeured. 


Meanwhile members of 
Dhaprahst Sangram Cummittce 
Started instigating the people 
<f enclases ‘to opt for India. 
One Abdul Mejid from encla- 
veg was asked to go ty India 
territory with some day labours 
for johs. He went to Mehliganj 
on February 3. O:e Narudatta 
cf Mebliganj thre:tened Abdul 
Majid that if the enclaves hahi- 
ts nts did not want to join India 
they wl) be forsed to die with- 
out food end necessary commo- 
Cities, 

The enclaves inkabitants are 
in dire resid of medicine. Fa. 
male education hag been stop- 


erces the torder nnd = getting 
wheir education in Rangla- 
dcsh mainiand. ltd, 

According to allegation, Indi- 
ong executing deep-ronted plans 
to grab dozeng of cher which 
were under enclaves peorle for 


 ¢ver one hundred years back. 


These ato Nasircr Char, Jama- 
ler Char, Baser Char, Taherer 
Cher, Shamsur Mrsterer Char. 
Indiang had uprected enclaves 
people from _ their ancestral 


honicg of these char, acd are 
settirg themselves permansntly 
The ritvation st the enlaces 


really terse with the 9 BSF 
camped eround the enclaves 


" The BSF is trying to set up tw> 





desh stirted working 
few hundreds Indian citizens 


started chanting 


again, ped ow'rg to want of educatic- 
ral institutions. The male once 


slogans-Zo tte somehow managing to 


Indian Police Barricade 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 26 Feb 86 p 1 


{Text } 


RANGPUR, [eb 25,: The 
Indian Border Security Force 
(BCF) continued its oppression 
on the Bangladesh people living 
in isolation in the two enclaves. 
Dahagram and Angorpota since 
15 BSF camps were setup all 


‘ground recently. 


The BSF arrested 17 peuple 
of the enclaves on February 17 
last while they were going to a 
nearby market Makligonj Bazar 
on the Indian side for buying 
essential goods and sent all of 
them to jail after 24 hours deten- 
tion in the camps. 

According to delayed reports 
reaching here from the enclaves, 
the 15,000 Bangladesh nationals 
of Dahagram and Angorpota 
have been confined there from 
all the four sides by the BSF 
and are not allowedto come 
to the Bangladesh mainland. 

The enclaves people have 
been subjected {to torture and 
harassment by the BSF since 
tight security barricade was put 
up by the BSF from all!sides. 

The reports say the helpless 
people in the enclaves have 
been facing ‘almost starvation 
situation’ in the two enclaves as 
they are not allowed to move 


out for buying food, medicine 
and other essentials. 

The Indian goveroment has 
not yet handed over the ‘Tin 
Bigha’ corridor to Bangladesh 
despite clear provisions made in 
the 1974 Indo-Bangladesh Land 
Boundary Agreement signed by 
the two late prime ministers— 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman and 
Mrs Indira Gandhi and again 
in 1982 agreement signed 
by President and CMLA Lt, 
General H.M. Ershad and 
late Mrs. Gandhi. 

The Indian BSF also defied 
even the local agreement reached 
by the districts administrations 
of Rangpur in a and 
of Coochbihar in India for pro- 
viding marketting facilities and 
other emergencies to the encla- 
ves’ people in the nearby Indian 
markets. 

The Indian side also did 
not pay heed to any requests 
made by the Bangladesh side for 
the use of the corridor facilities 
to either the administration or 
to the people living there in 
isolation. 

It could not be confirmed 
when the arrested people would 
be released. 
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more camps one at the west 
side Angirpota end anuther’ 


Napithpara. 


“ 








Implementation of Accord Urged 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 9 Feb 86 p 5 


{Editorial } 


[Text ] 


. Signs of i improvement in Indo-Bangladesh 
relations have been quite clear for some time 
now. Indeed, the process of an improved 
atmosphere for creating better understanding 
between these two neighbouring countries 
after having gone through considerable strains 
gota fresh momentum with Rajiv Gandhi's 
coming into power. Although the new prime 
minister had to concentrate most of his time 
and energy to more pressing domestic issues, 
he bowever did not neglect some outstanding 
matters that are bilaleral in nature but come 
within the perview of his government’s foreign 
policy. Some agreements with most of the 
neighbouriog countries, including Bangladesh 
aod Pakistan have been signed ; a few of those 
providing scope for further discussions so that 
the problems can be addressed adequately for 
amicable solution. 


While these are most welcome moves, the 
Indian government however gives us certain 
reasons for misgivings about its iatention as 
to the future of Tin Bigha corridor. A_ series 
of incidents undermining the sovereign: rights 
of the people of the two enclaves, Angarpota 
and Dahagram ; and causing them and at 
least two survey teams of the country grave 
insults and sufferings (an incident of attack oo 
a survey team took place only recently) briog 
forth the reality of a lack of insistence to 
honour an obligation that is long over due on 


‘the part of the administration of New Delhi. - 


‘Indian Pross bas also time and again drawn 
the government’s atiention to the issue sugges- 
ting the need to fulfil the commitment made 
by it under the Indo-Bangladesh border agree- 
ment entered into by Indira Gandhi with 
Mujibur Rahman in 1974 and renewed with 
H. M. Ersbad in 1982. 

Here we contribute to the considerate 


Opinion expressed by our sister Press in India. 


only by saying that happily the government 
there has at long last agreed to include Nepal 


in the Ganges talks which we had so long 
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been iasisting upon and it was rejecting with 
equal insistence. In case of the corridor link: 
iog Dahagram and Angarpota with the main-. 
land, there is perhaps no scope for reviewing 
the agreement since Bangladesh unilaterally 
implemented the same regarding Berubari 
more than a decade ago, The lega! and other 
considerations that have so far held up the 
transfer of Tin Bigha to Bangladesh are moves 
quite ingenious though, they could certainly 
be avoided if only the central government 
chose to take up the matter as seriously as 
it needed, The stalemate is no doubt ua- 
fortunate. 

The harassment, torture and sufferings 
Bangladeshi nationals—those living in the 
enclaves and others paying visit there for 
various purposes—are subjected to at different 
times now call for an immediate implementa- 
tion of the accord by the side that has so long 
failed to oblige the same. Evenif the fulfil- 
ment of the commitment was not mandatory, 
consideratioas other than purely political 
ones should have been enough to persuade 
the New Delhi governmeat to come forward 
with a solution of the problem. Such pro. 
blems do have a bearing on the overall rela-- 
tions between two states, This and other 
problems like the expulsion of so-called Bang- 
ladeshis from Assam, we believe, can be 
solved if only those are approached in a spirit 
that was noticed during the SAARC summit 
in Dhaka. The sooner such problems are 
addressed the better, 


THE RAT MENACE 


Rats, the tiny but immensely destructive 
species of the rodent family, are becoming a 
real challenge both in the international and 
our own national context. Interestiagly, the 
ratio between the humans and the rats both in 
Bangladesh and in the world is almost at par. 
Total number of rats ia Bangladesh in learnt 
icy be seven crore, while the world’s rat po- 
pulation is‘ three hundred and fifty crore. 
According to expert opinion the ratio may 
further deteriorate, that is, if positive mea- 
sures are not taken very soon rats may over- 
take human population. They have terrific 
power to multiply, It is heard a couple of 
rats can grow into one thousand a year. 
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The damage that is already being done 
by the present strength of rats is riuch too 
alarming asit is. Available statistics show 
that ihe quantum of food that is eaten away 
each year by rats in Bangladesh could satisfy 
the hunger of one crore bumans. Vermins 
including rats, according to another source, 
destroy food crops worth six hundred and 
forty crore taka each year in our country. 
Rats alone eat wheat and paddy worth 6fty 
Crore taka, They destroy three/four times 
more thao they eat. The food that is spoiled 
by rats all over the world, would have ade- 
quately met the need of one hundred crore 
people, Not only they eat food—they are a 
menace id many other ways including causing 
plague and jaundice. 

It is inspiring that rat killing pro- 
gramme has once again been taken up at 
national level. The programme started on 
February 1 and will contioue till March 
15. We know last year too a programme of 
rat killing was taken up. It was indeed so 
grand a programme that it seemed Hamelin 
was going to be re-enacted. Under the Ban- 
gladesh-German Plant Protection Programme, 
instructional leaflets, posters and brochures 
were distributed among the farmers, and the 
zonal and upazila level staff and block super- 
visors, Besides, a rat-tail collection campaign 
was held nationwide with prize money invol- 
ving about taka two lakh. Advertisements 
and special articles on rats and their control 
appeared in newspapers and journals. How 
many tails were collected after all this rodc 
montade is not koown. We see no Visiv 
change. 

There is no point wasting money, energy 
and time on a programme not seriouly carried 
out. Webhope we have taken lesson from 
last year’s experience and will behave accor- 
dingly this time. Although the problem has 
been taken at national level, the iadividuais 
have a lotto do. Last year an angry farmer 
in West Java had hanged:one hundred and 
fifty rats one after another. This capital 
puoishment he awarded to the rats because, 
in his judgement they had committed the 
worst kiad of crime by bringing down his 
per hectare yield of paddy from eight to three 
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tons. The aogry farmer ia Java could kill 
one hundred and fifty rats all by himself. If 
each of us could have killed one on average, 
the country which is deplorably a food-deficit 
one could get rid of rats as well as hunger. 
Shouldn’t we be emulating the Javanese far- 
mer even if for sheer survival’s sake ? 
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eumreot o! the Bangledech-Eeypt joint commission 
seckh bed te Gfth ecesion in Dhaka this week. 
Reertiedesh and Peypet are natural trading part- 
eee wecewet of the nature of their economies and the 
kee’ of proderts the two countries traditionally export. 
Wise bere in Dheke hewe said that Egypt's total 
—eeeemments of tate goods can be met by Bangla- 
ab « tte eedectrics. Al the same time, Bangladesh 
< Sather fee Cotten, cotton yarn and pig iron from 
Re ~ wee the wielting Assistant Minister of 
Teme Me Meeece Kama! Hassancin said that Cairo 
<= teor of etpen tone trade relation with Bangladesh. 
ocentty the to countries trade about 30 million 
otter: worth of goods cach way, but a direct outcome 
‘ee Wiletere! talks + that the total imports would 
now encoremee to fifty mulhon dollars 
Nee feeds ore to be added to the list of the 
ropertabées from Bangledesh apart from the tradi- 
on! Heme Hee tea end leather. Some of the possi- 
vleeee Chat hewe beee Giecussed are electric cables and 
Oe A more stnificant espect of the current 
_ ~emeten telke i the new bridge that bas 


ee bent keteere the trading and industrial commu- 
otter ef Rewpledcsh) end Eevotian trade citcles This 
ett’ Sem’ te more bheethtened contacts both at the 
“eeeetees! tee’ anc on ar individual scale. 


otentets cach contacts will ect as catalysts for 
~oeeere trade tees between the two friendly countries. 


ee HMeeemerse bad talks wrth senmicr government 
, a> o Oteebe  ledene the Commerce Secretary 


emt tee abec Grant Grecesseon: with the bleadcrs of the 


‘eh - mre ¢ am mouwstrs in both Dhaka 
on ~emnesess (har the ewes that came up for 
ine & Cee rowsitdlety of pornt venteres between 


— fewer em Gertele) cetreprencurs of the two Coun- 
= bere aad * tremendous scope for 
——_ <= each beet weateres both in Egypt and 
heetete® « Whet bee Sere lockers co far ts a proper 
hehe Seteree fhe etereet groan in the two coun- 
— — come the @ promer commencation has 
a ‘eee att er Geeead® Che t wtera! talks mm Dhaka. 


~~ « eer b@ ©8 mee Comes <emerce! and econo- 


os . : 1 ~ eir-™e it“ the tradrtona! rele- 
— et Rm eee vilkestions There 

— “a « 0. oe . s » -—- set ? ¢ Al > Tap an. culteral, 
rere e* hie me be Oe? wringing the two 
— — ” upor the present day 
(om *« — o° —an Fett ant cipiort the 
-* + a. ; ‘ore the ten re yples 
. ommrwon whieh ts 

= oene . : yak on (ern 
. ~~ te sentrece to 


: Dretets honds 








SRI LANKA TO GET DHAKA ASSISTANCE IN JUTE PROCESSING 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 21 Feb 86 pp l, 8 


[Text ] 


/9274 
CSO: 


The agreed minutes of talks 
between Sai Lankan official jute 
delegation and Bangladesh dele- 
gation were signed at the Bangla- 

desh Secretariat yesterday for the 
expansion of trade and streng- 
thening of economic relations 
— the cuountries, reports 

Mr SC Rajakaruna, Deputy 
Minister for Food Sri Lanka and 
Mr KM _ Rabbani _ Secretary 
Ministry of Jute and Textiles 
Bangladesh signed the minutes 
on behalf of their respective 
governinents. 

During the talks, the Ban- 
gladesh delegation offered to 
supply the total demand of jute 
goods of Sri Lanka and thé 
latter agreed to consider the 
proposal. 

Mr S C Rajakaruna expres- 
sed thé desire to set up a mill 
in Sri Lanka for ‘manufacturing 
jute bags with raw jute from 
Bangladesh. He also requested 
Bangladesh for technical assis- 


tance. 

The Bangladesh delegation 
appreciated the idea and agreed 
tosend ateamof experts for 
feasibility study for the proposed 
mill 
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Both the delegations also 
agreed to explore newer avenues 
of trade between the two coun- 
tries. Sci Lanka expressed her 
desire to import processed fich, 
potatoes, onions, stik yarn etc 
from Bangladesh. On the other 
hand, Bangladesh showed 
interest in importing various 
types of ruber products, quality 
tea and spices from Sri Lanka. 


Mr S C Rajakaruna had a 
separate meeting with Agriculture 
Secretary Mc S A Mahmood at 
the Bangladesh Secretariat 
yesterday. 


They discussed the develop- 
ments achieved and the problems 
confronted by Bangladesh and 
Sri Lanka in the field of agricul- 
ture and forests. 

The Sri Lankan High Co- 
mmission in Bangladesh Mr 
Edwin Tillekeratne and Mr Mo- 

fazzal Karim Joiot Secretary Minis- 
try of Agriculture were also pre- 
sent on the occasion. 


He also called on Minister 
for Local Government, Rural 
Development and Cooperatives 
Air Vice Marshal (Rid) K M 
Amioul Islatn at his secretariat 
Office yesterday. 

_ The discussed matters of 
bilateral interest. 
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HASINA CHAIRS AWAMI LEAGUE WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 11 Feb 86 pp 1, 8 


{Text } 
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nal economy hasbeen tacing 
complete bankrupty, it added. 

The meeting alicged that 
the donor agencies and coun- 
tries had =attempted to nakedly 
interfere in independence and 
sovereignty of the country in 
the name of aid. 

Io another resolution on the 
price-hike the meeting expressed 
concern at the ‘unbridied’ in- 
crease in prices of essentials. 
Dishonest businessmen and 
smuagiers were active under the 
protective shield of those in 

, it added. 

The Working Committee of 
Awami League urged teachers, 
students, guardians, intellectuals 
and all conscious People to uni- 
tedly come forward to eradicate 
terrorism from the educational 
institutions. 

Hailing the students of 
Dhaka University for their uni- 
ted efforts to free thé campus 
from the grip of terrorists, it 
wacned against any government 
move to close the university. 

The meeting demanded 
release of student and political 
detainees and cancellation of 
the death sentence on noapara 
College Chhatra League 
Mohiuddin of Jessore. 


inputs for the sake of production. 


it called for acceptance of 
the five-point demaad of SKOP, 
8.point demand of jute mill 
workers, 6-point demand of 


employees and legitimate de- 
mandsof other professional 


groups 
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SHEIKH HASINA ADDRESSES 15-PARTY RALLY 
Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 25 Feb 86 pp 1, 14 


[Text] Sheikh Hasina, chief of Bangladesh Awami League and leader of the 15- 
party alliance on Monday restated the alliance's firm determination to inten- 
sify the movement for the revival of the now dormant Jatiya Sangsad through 
an election under a neutral government. 


She made it clear the alliance under no circumstances would join the elec- 
tions under the present Government. 


She called upon the donor countries to help restoration of an unalloyed and 
unfettered democracy in the country by stopping the flow of aid. [as pub- 
lished } 


The 15-party alliance announced a month-long programme of action culminating 
in a country wide bundh, a political terminology used for the first time in 
the country, on March 24 next in order to press its demand for the withdrawal 
of Martial Law and holding of parliamentary polls under a non-party neutral 
government. 


Sheikh Hasina said that on the Bundh day, March 24 the day on which Martial 
Law was imposed in 1982 there would be total stoppage of work in all sectors 
including river and road transports, banks, and industries. 


She called upon the people to carry out the programme even if there were 
attempts by the Government to reimpose restrictions by defying its orders. 


Sheikh Hasina said that the fruits of Liberation War were yet to reach the 
people. Criticising huge investment in the unproductive sectors since the 
change over of government in 1975, she said that the country had received 
foreign aid to the tume of Taka 35,000 crore between 1975-1985. 


President over by Sheikh Hasina the 15-party's rally was addressed by 
alliance leaders Syed Altaf Hossain Abdur Razzak Shahjahan Siraj Saifuddin 
Ahmed Manik Professor Muzaffar Ahmed Dilip Barua A. F. M. Mahbubul Huq Nazrul 
Islam and Nurul Alan. 


Khalequzzaman Bhuiyan conducted the meeting and Nirmal Sen read-out the 
resolutions. 
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Sheikh Hasina demanded commutation of death sentence of Chhattra Learuc 
worker Mohaiuddin. 


Sheikh Hasina said that there was no trial of the killers of Saneabandhe 
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, rather they were rewarded with diplomatic assig- 
ments. 


Referring to the Philippines she said that the Army have sided with the people 
there against the unpopular government of Marcos. Whenever the aovement is 
intensified the government by engaging their agents become active to create 
disunity among the oppositions, she said. 


She called upon the people to punish the ministers who betrayed people's 
causes. 


Criticising the government she said that the prices of agricultural inputs 
have been raised but the farmers were deprived of fair prices for their 
produce. 


Anybody going to power through bullet cannot remain for long, she said. 
The country's economic condition has shattered and the law and order situation 
has deteriorated, she said. 


She said that a state of anarchy had been created in the educational institu- 
tions. 


Mr Abdur Razzak criticising disinvestment of heavy industries said that time 
would come when banks, insurance and heavy industries would be nationalised 
again Marcos style polls cannot be allowed here, he asserted. 


Professor Mazaffar Ahmed stressed the need for integration of people of all 
spheres of life including students and workers for launching a united move- 
ment programme. 


Mr Shahjahan Siraj said,"we will resist any conspiracy to hold Pakistani 
style polls here." 


Mr Saifuddin Ahmed Manik posing a question wanted to know who were responsible 
for the killing of Selim, Delwar, Shahjahan Siraj, Moiz Uddin and others. 


Mr A. F. M. Mahbubul Huq said that there could not be free and fair polls 
under a government which wanted to cling to power. There cannot be fair 
polls under this government which had created four political parties since 
taking over power, he said. 


Mr Nazrul Islam said, "If there is fair polls we will honour the people's 
mandate." 


People converged on the meeting venue in processions with banners in their 
hands from different parts of the country. They came to the meeting on foot, 
by buses and motor launches. 
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ERSHAD SPEAKS AT COTTAGE INDUSTRY CONFERENCE 
Chaka THE BANCLADESH TIMES in English 16 Feb 86 pp 1, 8 


[Text } 














{9274 
cso: 


continue its stride forward to 
build the country on a sound 
economic footing. ’ 


EKUSHEY MARTYRS 


President [Ershad said the 
month of February which is 
glorified with the memory of 
roartyrs of the Language Move- 
ment must be observed with 
due solemnity. We can pay 


proper respect to the martyrs 
by maintaining peace and dis- 
cipline and honouring demo- 
cratic values and tolerance. 


He sald: ‘we art a@ wniqué 
natien in ths world because of 
Cur re)ip ows, cu'tcsal and lin- 
gulstic nity. With this back- 
grourd in hend, #; we can put 
In our ul ited and disciplined ef- 
forts, we Wall te able to «+. 
trblieh ourselves a. a cignifi- 
*d ration in the -yorid commy- 
nity’ , 

PRIVATE INVESTORS 

Pres dent Ei: ad assured the 
investors that their ge wine 
probiers wij] be looked into 
aq bered that the joan they 
bftve taken from various fin- 
ancing jrstituticns will be re 
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funded in time, Unlesa“the cre- 
cit money is returned in time, 
the indvstriaiisation process 
will he hampared, ke said. 

Earlier, speaking on the occa. 
sion the DCMLA anq Minister 
iOr Indisiries, Air Vice Mér.- 
shal SiJtan Mahniud, listed va- 
rious facilities being offered to 
the small scale investors, and 
homed thet they will make use 
cf these opportcnitics and sé¢t 
up More industries in the coun. 
try. 

The President later visited 
@n exh bition of vari°us pro- 
durts manufactired by small 
and cottage industric . 

On arrival a Bogra, Preési- 
dent Ersnag was given & Tous 
ing reception by people frown 
all walks of life jncluding w” 
men, students, freedom fight- 
crs and workers. They jined uP 
om both sides of the ro@g %nd 
greets} the Freskient with 
welcome slogans and clappings. 

BALANCED UPLIFT 

Cn Lig way, the Pre,idént 
tcld a cheering crowd that the 
pol y of his Government fs (© 
achi¢ve balanceg deve'opmer’ 
cf ail parts of the country. He 
said peace ard ciscipling Must 
Le majntained to achieve this 
objective 

President Er:had re-iter®.ej 
the determination of his Gov. 
ernment to estahjish democrt. 
Cy ard an elected people's Te 
Prescrtative Govermment ®nd 
said ve mst Put 9 our wmi- 
ted efforts to reach this goal. 

Referrigy to the construction 
of the Jamume bridge, he said 
Me tridse will not only hetp 
strengthen the national ynity 
but also make positive contribu 
tions In development of the 
rorthern areas of iM covntry. 
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MORE DETAILS ON 16 FEBRUARY CABINET CHANGES 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 17 Feb 86 p 1 


[Text ] Major General Abdul Mannan 
Siddiqu known as moderate 
has been shifted from the Minl- 
stry of Home Affairs and given 

. the charge of Relief and Rehabi- 


litation in the reallocation «of 


portfojicoe announced by Presi 
dent H, M. Ershad on Sunday 


Msjor General Mahmudul 
An. a close aide of the Presi- 
aent the important Mini+ 
try Home Affairs. He also 
retains his position in the Diiske 
Municigal C tion of which 
he ie the inistrator. Roth 
ere exacting assignments. 

The change in the Ministry of 
Home Affairs With domestic 
politics warm up is being 
considered signi in the poll- 


tical circies. 

Air Vice Marshal (Retd) amb 
nul Islam who held the office 
of the Ministry of Religious 
Affairs gets the Ministry f 
Local Government and Rural 
Development. 

Mr Shamsul Huda Chowdhit- 
ry who has been ailing for 
sometime and is not attending 
office regularly has bee shifted 
to the less demanding Ministry 
of Religious Affairs. Mr Huda s 
place in the Ministry of Ed-+ 
eation will be taken by Prof 
M, A. Matin who is also Secre 


Helder he been made State 
Minister 1 G@ R D Cooperatives. 
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EDITORIAL REGRETS PROLIFERATION OF POLITICAL PARTIES 


| Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 18 Feb 85 p 5 


{Editorial ] 


[Text ] 


_ A recent survey conducted by g local week- 
ly nas revealed that there are 16] political parties 


_in the “country. Irrespective of whether the party 


was {urmed before or after the liberation, today 
almost all the major political parties are divided 
and siuh-divided into different factions. Tinus there 
are two Muslim Leagues, two Democratic Leagues, 
two Bangladesh Nationalist Pariies, and two Ban- 
glauesh Workers’ Parties. The original Jatin Samaj- 
tanirik Del has three factions now. Today Awami 
Teague and Bangladesh Krishak Sramik Awami 
Lengue are two different parties, but once they he- 
longed to a single party. There is alsoa number 
Of parties pased On Islamic ideology. Even in terns 
of alliances, there are a seven-party alliance,.a {i- 
teen-purty alliance, an Oikya Jote etc. Demoracy 
is not characterized by a single party system, no 
doubt, but it cannot handle a’ hundred party sys- 
tem either and thus cannot survive in such a situa- 


tion. 

! One of the major pre-conditions for deumo- 
cracy 18 fair and free election in order to choose 
a government representing the people. The objec- 
tive of the elected government is to idencify the 
hopes and aspirations of the people and act suc 
cordingly to reach those objectives. Relevant at- 


‘mospheres and opportunities to this end must be 


created by all the actors involved in the process. 


‘Thus a political party must present a concrete pro- 


gramme before the. people. Its duty is to make 


‘issues clear and present them in such , way as 


can be readily understood by the commo. people. 
It must not confuse people by concentrating on ti- 
vial issues. Rather it should limit people’s atten- 
tion only to a few vital points and must make it . 
clear to the people where it stands on these points. 
_ ff every political party does that, then these. 
are the two obvious advantages; first, 2 minimum 
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number of socio-economic as well us political: 
issues which are of critical importance to the 
people are identified in a crystal-clear manner, 
and second, it gives the people a chance to know 
where ezck party stands. on these issues and 
thus they can identify parties with issues. Buz the 
most important advantage of. it is that i. give: 
‘all the parties a chance to. unite on the basis of. 
those minimum critical issues and work for the 
people from 2a common political platform. I+ then 
becomes easier to achieve what neople really 
wants. Instead if there are hundreds of parties 
with hundreds of issues, there will be no consen- 
sus umong the parties which issues to agree upon 
and thus people’s hopes and aspirations wil! re- 
main unfulfilled for years, In fact, unier such 
circumstances, people get alienated and love inte- 
rest in the political process of the country. If 
they do so, that will be the end of demucracy in 
the real sense. 

Therefore, to run a proper democracy, there 
Must be vnited fronts ot political parties and the 
‘numbers of political parties in a country. must be. 

limited. Of course a ore-party system like Zim-: 
habwe is not advocated, because that is not de- 
mocracy. What is being emphasized is that demo- 
cracy can work most effectively in a 2-to-3-puarty 
system as in the United States or the United 
Kingdom. In the political arena, how to many 
cooks can spoil a broth is best manifested in the 
pre De Gaullean erain France. Similarly with 
nunicrous political parties, Italy had more than 
46 governments since the Second World War. The 
recent election in the Philippines drew wumnprece- 
dented interest and importance because the 9ppo- 
sition parties were united and the issues on 
which the election had been fought was crystal- 
clear; whether to retain the oppressics regime for 
another 6 years or to have a change. As ea result 
of this definite issue, people cast their votes for 
Mrs. Corazon Aquino even though she does not 
have any political experience. ! 

Thus to build a true democratic environ- 
ment, one has to face the clectorate in & united 
manner on the basis of issues. The ‘ssttes ‘must 

be clear, readily understandable and, most impor- 
tant, must be of critical importance to the peo- 
pie. The parties forming tiie front must be united, 
honest end sincere. Once elected, they can then 
‘implement the reforms they want to introduce. 
But even at that point, it must be remembered 
that forming a governmerit does not solve all the 
problems. They are taken care of througa well- 
pianned, sincere, honest and committed efforts. 
Feople w:ll have confidence in an adminisiration 
only if it can prove its competence in running the 


-@ffairs of the country. 
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Therefore, the need of the hour is the iden- 
tification of issues which are fundamenially rela- 
ted ty the welfare of the people, the society and 
the ration as a whole, and unicy among the poli- 
tical parties on the basis of these issues. Onre they 
do it, they can havea united move towards 
achieving the hopes and arpirations of the peo-— 
ple. If, on the other hand, they remain divided 
and concentrate on trivial issues, not only will 
they jose their credibility, but they may niso alie- 


‘nate the people from the democratic process, Let 


everyone concerned rise to the occasion atid act 


accordingly 
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the gevernment backed forces’ 
for creating violence in the Shah 
heed Minar, 

The alliance felt that the 
whole show was managed to 
create disunity among the demo 
cratic forces to prolong the Mar- 
tial Law In the country. The 
alliance called for forging grea- 
‘er unity to resist any move to 
create disunity, close down the 
university and ‘to tighten the 
Martial Law. 


Killing deplored 


Different political parties and 
Student o,ginisatiune concemn. 
ed the incident at the Central 
Shahced Minar at the small 
hours on [February 21 in which 

wami Lengve leader Mofazzal 
fussain Muya was stabbed and 
Mr. Sohrab succumbed to bullet 
injury. They also castigated 
those who created the wolence 
at Central Shaheed Minar at 
the behest of an interested quar 
ter 

Awami League (Chief Sheikh 
Hasina ina statement on Sa- 
turday condemned the  j4llin 
of Subrab and stabbing o 
Maya ct the Shaheed Minar. She 
seid the respected teacher of 
the Dhaka University students 
and members of the public 
were elso injured in the violen- 
cr created by the stooges of 
the anti-democratic forces. Shei- 
kh Tiasina called for united 
movement to resist the forces 
of vielonce and to end Martial 
aw in the country. 

Sheikh Hosina alleged = that 
the incident was pre-planned 
whichis clear from the advice 
of oa Minister who asked not 
© place potraits its in the Sha- 
heed Minar She said the plac- 
ing of potrait of national leaders 
woe nothing but a plea. The 
whol: incident was += 
she alleged Sheikh Hasina cau- 


“toned that everyone should be 


careful about creating disunity 
among the forces who were fight 
ing for ending Martial Law. 


. Even someone may step into the 


trap laid by the rulers to break 
the unity of the progressive de- 
mocratic forces, Sheikh Hasina 
apprehended. 

She expressed her determina- 
tion that the people of Bangis 
desh_ will resist all conspiracies 
and wuyuld establish a democrate 
society by forging total unity. 

Sangrami Chhatra Jote, in a 
separate statement rondemned 
the incident and said the inei- 
dent had tarpished the nation- 


el image. The Jote stated that 
when the 1S-perty alliance 
seven-faity combine and = stu: 
dents. 
forged unity to intensify the 
movement againet Niutial Law, 
the incident was eae planned one 
to subvert the unity of the de. 
moacratic forces. The Jote gave 
a call to form all party action 
committee to intensify the move 
ment for ending Martisa! Law. 

Bangladesh Workers’ Partv 
end Democratic League (OW 
Ahad) also condemned the inci- 
dent at the Shaheed Minar, 

Mr. Oli Ahad who was on* 
of the conveners of the Lan 
guare Movement expressed his 
shock at the violence at the 
Sheheed Minar. He called for 
consensus among the ralitical 
parties to keew the Shahced 
Miner free from political feuds. 
He also deplored the unhealthy 
cumpetitiorn of oviacirg potrait 
in the Shat-erd Minas, 


Acting V-C 

Wicanwhile Prof Abdul Man. 
nan Acting Vice Chancellor of 
the Dhaka University ‘n a state 
ment condemned the vio'ence 
created by armed miscreants at 
the Central Shaheed Minar on 
the night of Ekushey February. 
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He urged the people to remain 
alert against the designs to vio. 
late the sanctity the Central 
Sheheed Minar. demanded 
to identify the persons and 
furcee who created violence on 
Ekuthey Februery night. 


CSAC 


Central Student, Action Coit 
mittee in a statemen: expressed 
profound shock and anguish at 
the incident at the Cemral Sha- 
heed Minar. The Action Com- 
mittee statement § alleged that 
the pragovernmen; _ infiltrators 
instigated the incident at the 
Sisheed Minar and it was 8 
part of the conspiracy to create 
disunity emong the democratic 
forces, and to close down the 
university, 

The Action Committee called 
upon the people to resist this 
move ‘and to make the grand 
rally at Sher-e-Bangla Nagar on 
February 24. 


‘Jso 


BSS adds: The President and 
General Secretary of Jatiya 
Samajtantric Dai (JSD). Mo 
hamimed Shahjahan and ASM 
Abdur Rob on Saturday con- 
cdcemaned the nefarious activities 
including setting fire at the 
Shahid Minar and galled for 
Renton, the practice of 
Shoheed Day like British and 
Pakistani days. 

In a statement they said lan- 
guage Shaheed Minar and Kku. 
shey February are not the pro 
perty of any political party. 
They are national assets and 
evervbody has the right of ob. 
serving the Shaheed Pay. Bul 
after independence a heinous at- 
tempt is being made to use the 
Shaheed Minar for group and 
party interest which resulted 
in undesirable incider.ts this 
time too thev said 





Attack on Security Council 


hake THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 23 Feb 86 pl 


| Text | 


Police arrested five p°rsons 
from Abdul Ghani Road on 
Friday afternoon when «@ @rv- 
up of processionists ransacked 
end set on fire some documents 
at the National Security Control 
Cel! 

The arrested persons are Soh! 
Liten. Dulal. Bile! and Amiad 
A case hes been rogistered 
agacnst them with Ramna polic: 


* “According to police, @ vroces 
sion of aobut 2,000 people forct- 
bly entered into the office of 
National Security Control Cell 
office at abdul Ghani Road on 
Friday and ransacked the office 
and at one stage set on fire 
the valuable official documents. 

Fire brigade personal extingut- 
shed the fire and police arrested 
five persons from the spot. 
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Situation Breeds Panic 11 March 1984 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 23 Feb 86 p 5 


{Editorial ]} 


[Text ] 

The Central Shaheed Minar belongs to the 
whole nation as the memorial of martyrs for the 
language weall speak and love so much and also 
,as the symbolic originator of our nationhood. It 
is our priceless possession anda place for natural 
pilgrimage every year on the Twentyfirst of Febru- 

| ary. On that day everybody , irrespective of caste, 
creed or political affiliation, has the right to visit 
the Minar without any hindrance and to pay res- 
pects to the martyrs. But for their sacrifice we 
could not have been what we are today. Ia that 
sense it unifies ‘109 million Bangladeshis in their 
common pride of belonging to the mooring and in 
their expectations and aspirations for looking forward 
with inspirations drawn from the same source. 

A monument to Martyrs isa sacrosanct edifice 
but. Shaheed Mioar with all its great attributes is 
undoubtedly more so. A place of such prestine 
glory cannot be even unwittingly sullied. 

The pre-dawn midnight of Twentyfirst February, 
the time when homage is auspiciously heralded to the 
martyrs by placing the first floral wreaths in their 
memory, was regrettably marked by clashes between 
student rival groups over the fixing of portrays 
of leaders on the Minar, These took no time to | 
aggravate into bombings and other forms raw terro- 
tism, The situdtion thus created sent panic waves 
through the area and the prime purpose of paying 
homage to the language martyrs was lost in the . 
unfortunate anarchy. A university teacher, some 
students, a political worker and several. others were 
injured in the free-for-all. Obviously, the early 
incidents casta shadow over the proceedings of the 
day, but for which our obligations to the language 
heroes could have been carried out with a more 
orderly spontaneity. 

By that sordid behaviour we neither could pay 
due respects to the martyrs nor did we give a good 
account of ourselves. Twentyfirst February presents 
an occasion of high merit to the outside world so 

| that it should be our lookout to avoid any untoward 
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Although remittances by Bang 
Jadeshi workers have started to 
pick up it is not yet certain 
whether this will persist. 


The deficit on services account 
is expected to increase to sore 
extent on account of s decline 
in investment income receipts 
@ue to low level of reserves. 

There may not also be a signi- 


ficant increase in aid and loan 
disbursement while substantial 
repaymem in food credit is due 
in 198S—86. ; 


The repayment of long term 
and medium term loans may 
also bé higher during the ur- 
rent fiscal year compared to 
the last fiscal year, 

The balance of payment pros- 
pects do not thus appear to be 
favourable, the repor, observe4. 
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{Text } 


Inve tment in private sector 
imtustries declireg ty adout ‘7 
Por «.m caring che fis.’ Tost 
S* compares tc that Of the 
preredig year, according to 
the src ual report of the Banz.- 
tadesh Bank for 1984 85. 


A tct9) of O1F ind strial units 
w'Te s?tctioned and registered 
Orrine 19485 whth » toral in- 
yestrrest of Taka 479.18 crore. 
incto®re a feign ex Mange 
ermperrnt of Taka 241 


crore, During 197384 a tory of 
2S incestrial ut were canc. 
tteed for a tefa] ingtstment of 
Take 11199 crore ifrocle ‘ing 
a Scgm «scherge com po- 
art cf Teka ©3 coer 
Arorrcire wo the Rareiedest 
Reve tepeet che “Ore Medes 
tee wie D «here tm weve 
mer*t deste 1 “ae oer re 
‘De (Tk. I *) crcee) engineer. 
Pe Péester: (Te, V8) care, 
Pd oe alleed peetetts§ (Th. 
79) «crore, chemikek Per 
Berreyt.ctle ey elarl a4 
ry Ts “ ak 4 c-*. 
ctrterse Ott ey com meta) 
tt @eitere! seete ~*~ (TR 149 
rower, peepee, eer plierieg 
on’ pci ieaey TR WM ervee, 
tower, = rectey ont tyler 
Prwwe Th ta coor) Seet 
poole om behets (TR 
1 Omer) Mie eerie: 
TR 1 oer) ow oor e, 
7 feretere eee Th 


. a 7 Poe. 


According to the = fecport, 
Banglicesh Shilpa Bank 8nd 
Pangladsh Shuipa Rin S®ng 
tha har dleqg fewer number 
new applications for industrial 
Joan; during the fis al 1984-85. 

It ep pears from the report 
that cespite all efforts bg the 
comcerned development financi- 
a! institutions reoveTy of ove> 
Ge leans did not improve dur- 
ing (48 8 «0ang)~=mainthined 
more or leas the came level of 
rerovery during the preceding 
year 

In the year 198445, the NSB 
received a total of 65 applic® 
tees as against 203 Sppic® 
tiem, re eived during 1582 84, 
Doring the year under tr view, 
the benk «c@rctiemed joane &™- 
runting t¢ Teha “27 crore ™ 
cledime & foreign exch®ng* 
comrentnt of Teka 035i crore. 
Corre the preceding year, to 
tel eam gancth meq dy Pe 
RSP bad ameemteg to Tax 
1% crore mluding fore g1 
trche"ee «c@eepemert of Take 
te etc. 

All Dome, ee te the pect peer. 
~or? gheetiomet te the private 
rc ew 

The FSB corovererd foams am 
ore & Teka 4M tree & 
pees 7% 

The ek Goberged Tere 
2h crore oe 14 os Og ete, 
we 4eterewmet @f Tek 9 


rv core perecterg yer 


The I'SRS received 16 loan 
Spplic ations in [984-85 compar. 
ed to 29 appiications received 
during tte preceding year. The 
tank sanctioned loans amount, 
irg to Teka 16.9 crore In the 
Private sector during the peridg 
u der review ac against Taks: 
278.83 crore ranctio-éed during 
1°93-84 The bank  recove"eh 
lears totalling Taka 26.12 crore 
in 19' RS compfred to the Tes 
covery of Teka 27.51 Crore 
duriyg the orecedinge year. 
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(Text } A total of 918 industrial unit 
were sanctioned and registered 
during the fiscal 1984-85 in the 
private sector with a total invest- 
ment of taka 479.18 crore 
including a foreign exchange 
component of Taka 241.09 
crore, official sources told ENA 
on Monday. 

The sources said textile 
industries shared the major 
investment during the fiscal 
year atotal investment of Taka 
235.57 crore. 

During the period engineer- 
ing industries received the second 
highest allocation of Taka 93.03 
crore followed by food and allied 

products of Taka 55.83 crore. In- 
vestment in the chemical, phar- 
maceutical and allied industries 
stood at Taka 35.35 core, glass, 
ceramic and other non-metalic 
mineral products at Taka 14.99 
crore, paper, board, printing 
and publishing at Taka 10.80 
crore, tannery. leather and 
rubber productsat Taka 8.66 
crore, service industries at Taka 
3.90 crore and other uaclassified 
industries Taka $.39 crore. 

The sources pointed out that 
the industiral ‘production as a 
whole grew by $.1 per cent duri- 
ng the fiscal 1984-85 as compa- 
red to 5.9 per cent in the previ- 


ous year. 

The sluggish growth of the 
industrial sector was attributed 
partly to the set-back io pro- 
duction on account of irregular 
power suply and also long clo- 
sure of some of the major indus- 
trial units for - overhauling and 
renovation. 

The sources said despite 
slow down in the overall rate of 
growth the contribution of the 
industrial sectorto the Gross 
Domestic Products (GDP) ina- 
creased marginally from 8.5 per 
cent in 1983-84 to 8.7 per cent 
in 1984-85, 
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BUSINESS LEADERS STATE CONCERN OVER LABOR SITUATION 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 20 Feb 86 p 8 


{Text ] 


/9274 
CSO: 


The chiefs of leading cham. 


bers of commerce and industry. 
associations and Bangledeth 
Employers Association have er 
pressed their fee concern 
over the fast riorating ‘a 
beur situation in the — 
arcas, 

In @ staterient issued a. the 
Press on Wednesdav, they obser. 
ved that the repeated incidente 
of illegal strikes, gherso, assault 
en management prrsonne] and 
damage to factory premises io 
the face of ‘indifference’ of the 
police and other law cnforcing 
agencies caused a severe «risis 

They said that the deteriorat 
ina Jebour situation would ad. 
verecly affect the investrocot 
climate and would thereby neaa 
te all efforts to quicken the pace 
ot industrialisationp and to 
rreate increased  —-.—— op 
purtunities. yo) 
that special ~y force 
be :aised in the industrial areas 
if the existing police wes nu 
enougb. A broad-based industry 
wise Committee of Action should 


4600/1514 
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be created for restoration and 
maintenance of peace in the in. 
dustrial —— ion 2 adied. 

They wever hy aye that 
nothing should be done 10 stop 
lawful trade union activities in 
the country. 

The signatorics to the state. 
ment included the presidents of 
Bbungiadesh Federation of Cham 
bers of Commerce and Industry, 
Dhaka Chamber of Commerce 
and Industrics. Metropoliten 
Chamber, Chamber of Industries 
Bangladesh Employers Assuc'a. 
tion, Bangladesh Cold Sto. 
rage Association Bangladesh Re 
rolling mills. Banglacesh Brice 
Manufacturing Owners Associa- 
tion. Bangladesh Froren Food 
Exporters Association Banata. 
desh Aushed Ghilpa Samity 
Bongladesh Jute Mille Associa. 
tlon, Bangladesh Garments manu 
facturers and exporters ss0cla 
tion Bangladesh Jute Sginner 
Association, Bangladesh Major 
and Compact Flour Millg Aseo. 
ciation and Banelacesh C caster 
Qwners Associat! 3 
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FOOD PLANNING COMMITTEE DISCUSSES SUPPLY POSITION 


Dhaka THE BANGLADESH OBSERVER in English 24 Feb 86 p 10 


[Text } 


/9274 


The target fixed for Aman pro- 
duction of the current §scal 
year is expected to be excecded. 
The target was fixed’ at 81.50 
lakh tons, says a PID handout. 

This was stated in a mecting 
of Ful Planning and Movitor- 
ing Committe: held in Dhaka 
or Sunday morning with Feod 
Minister Majer General Mahab- 
het Jan Choudhury in the chair. 
Maier Gereral M A Munim, 
Miniger for ticulture and 
Forest. and Mr Svedu77aman, 
Finance Adviser to the President 
were also present at the meeting 

The mrectivg discusad the 
country’s overall foud situation. 
The food distribution and pro. 
curement programmes figu'ed 

aninently im the discussion 
t wast disclosed in the meeting 
that two lakh tone of food - 
graine In terme of rice hate 
been procured under the Inter. 
nel) = oprecurcment deive during 
the Inet seven rmeths The 
meeting aleo diccusced the pos. 
eihility of wheat production in 
the cotlntry stressed the recat 
of carly sters for Wheat Pro- 
curenment Programme. 


Revarding food import requere 
ment of the country the micet- 
ine wee told that the import 
requirement bad been reduced 
te 17.90 lakh tone from 27 lakh 
tone of the leet veor Mean- 
while the gotermment had im 
ported $.%% Iakh tons from ab. 
road during the firet half of the 
flect] vear. /rrangemecnt« have 
riso been made for the rest 
which are cxpected to arrive by 


ine 
Feplaining the distribution 
peition, the Food Minister told 
the meeting that government hed 
Gaributed only 713 Iakh tons 
vf foodgrains during the first 
half of the current fiscal yeor 
compared to 19.42 lakh tons 
during the corresponding period 
of the Inet year. The decrease 
of off take is due to good food 
Situation pretailing in the coun 
try be «ald 

The metting expressed satic- 
faction on the overall food sirua- 
Kton and food stock position of 
the country and underscored the 
need of constant review of the 
food situation 
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NEW SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY POLICY ANNOUNCED 


Summary of Content 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 26 Feb 86 pp l, 8 


[Text } 


The government has announ- 


ced a new Science and Technology 


Policy aimed at attaining scienti- 
fic and technological competence 
and self-reliance to help increase 
production and employment in 
various sectors of national eco- 

. reports BSS. 
The formula of a compre- 
hensive and coherent National 


Dhaka yesterday. 
It said the government felt the 


line for institutional ~ arrange- 
ments in research and develop- 


science and technology to keep 
pace with rest of the world and 
meet the basic needsof its 
people. Technological progress 
is the crucial determinant in 
the realization of the twin 
i of eradication of 
poverty and promotion of 
tapid socio-economic deve- 
lopment of the country. 

The mounting problems of 
providing the basic needs of the 
people, ensuring reasonable 
standard of living and accelerat- 
ing the pace of economc deve- 
lopment cannot be tackled 
without the help of science 
and technology. Scientific and 
technological matters should be 
provided high national priority 
in the overall development stra- 
tegy of the country, the ducu- 
ment said. 

Explaning the major element 
of the new policy the document 
said the solution of the porblems 
of the national economy calied 
for a multi-disciplinary applica- 
tion of science and technology 
because of resource limitation. 


national science and techno- 
logy policy which will among 
others organise and coordinate 
all research had 
work in respective fields. 

To ensure that policy formn- 
lation in science and technology 
sector proceeded in a coordina- 


ted manner, the government in 198) 
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constituted a centrally institutio- 
nalised mechanism called Natio- 
nal Committee on Science and 
Technology (NCST). The co- 
mmittee will perform a number 
of functions which inter-aiia will 
recommend national policies on 
science and technology and give 
approval to research plans and 
programmes. 

The NCST headed by the 
president of the country with 
ministers, concerned secretaries 
and prominent scientists and 
technologists as members, has an 
executive committee to oversee 
the implementation of its NCST 


| directives and decision. 








Aims, Major Elements 


Dhaka THE NEW NATION in English 17 Feb 86 p 5 


{Text ] 


We publish here an ex- 
cerpt from the Science and 
Technology Policy of Bang- 
ladesh supplied by the PID. 

Science has been described 
as “the means of understanding 
the natural environment”, while 
technology is “the means of con- 
trolling and managing it.” Hence 
Science and Icchnology together 
— the gathering and genera- 

jon of information about the 


material world and the application 


of that information for the wel- 
fare of mankind. 

The advanced countries of 
the world are today advanced 
primarily because of their ability 
to use science and technology 
as effective tools for achieving 
their national obiectives. These 
countries have changcd the life- 
styles of their peoples through 


the cultivation and application of 


science and technology. The de- 
veloping countries have fallea 


behind primarily because of their 


backwardness in this respect. 
Bangladesh has been strugg- 
ling to meet the basic necds of 
its people, viz. food, clothing, 
shelter, health, education and 
the like and substantially raise 
the living standards throughout 
the country. In order to achieve 
these goals and to keep up with 


the world, Bangladesh also must 


harness science and technology 
to reach its national goals. It is 
only through the use of sciences 
and technology as an instrument 
of change that a happy future 
for the people of Bangladesh can 
be ensured. 


Scientific research and deve- 


lopment isa vast field where 
various Ministries, Government. 
and Semi-Government agencies, 
universities and private enter. 
prises participate. Coordination 
of scientific research in the 
research institutions and univer- 
sities is extremely important. 
Owing to a low hbase and 
poor infrastructure, we have 
been able to undertake research 
work in only a relatively small 
number of areas. In these areas 
also, progress of research and 
development activitics has not 
been very satisfactory so far. 
There were other constraints in- 
cluding the lack of a rational, 
coherent and comprehensive 
National Science and Technolo- 
iy Policy to guide decision-mak. 


ing on the quantum and distri- 
bution of resources for scientific 
and technological research and 
the lack of a clear perception 
of the very special nature of R 
& D institutions and theic mana- 
gement. The limitation of re- 
sources, shortage of skilled man 
power in many areas, inadequ- 
ate research facilities aod skill 
development programmes, lack 
of coordination among scientific 
organisations, outmoded science 
curricula in the educational ins- 
titutions, dependence on foreign - 
technology, brain drain and emi- 
gration Of trained manpower and 
poor social consciousness of the 
role of science and technology 
in national development have 
conspired to keep us backward. 
Bangladesh, now recognizes 
that given the limitations 
of her factor endowménts, the 
mounting problems of providing 
for the basic needs of the 
people, ensuringa reasonable 
standard of living and acceterat- 
ing the pace of economic deve- 
lopment cannot be tackled 
without the help of science and 


technology. It is therefore 
essential to provide high national 
priority to scientific and tech- 
nological considerations in the 
over-all development strategy 
of the country. 

With this end io view,a 
National Science and Techno- 
logy . Policy was formulated in 
1980. However, it consisted 
mostly of broad objectives without 
definite guiding principles and 
did not form a part of the over- 
all national development plan. 
In the absence of any effective 
mechanism, no concerted effort 
could be made _ even for partial 
implementation of the pulicy. 

AIMS AND STRATEGY 

In recognition of the fact 
that the formulation of a com- 
prehensive and coherent natio- 
nal science and technology 
policy, designed to contribute to 
the achievement of the country's 
development objectives, is 
mecessary for the effective 
application of science and 
technology for development, 
the Goverament of Bangiadesh 
considers it appropriate to 
formulate a new National 

iece and = Technology Policy. 
The Policy is designed to fulfil 
the primary aims as follows: 

(a) to attain scientific and tech- 
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nological competence and self- 
reliance, to help increase produc- 
tion and employment in various 
sectors and sub-sectors of the 
economy; 

(b) To bein consonance 
with the socio-economic, cultu- 
ral, educational, agricultural and 
industrial poticies of the nation; 

(c) To contribute to the 
world-wide poolof ‘scientitic 
and technological knowledge; 

(d) To seek out and recog- 
nize high talents in various 
areas of science and technology. 

fe) To strengthen coopera- 
tion in science and technology 
between developed and develop- 
ing countries, and particularly 
among developing countries 
themselves. 7 

(f) To provide guidefine for 
institutional arrangements or 
rearrangements in the RSD 
Structure (including education 
and training) for attainment of 
the above objectives. 

With a view to ensuring that 
policy formulation in science and 
technology and their cultivation 
and application in various sectors 
will proceed ina coordinated 
manner, the Government of 
Bangladesh constituted on May 
16, 1983, a centrally institutiona - 
lized mechanism called the 
National Committee on Science 
and Technology (NCST) to per- 
form the following functions : 

(a) Recommend national 
py on Science and Techno- 


(b) Recommend priorities 
to specific research programmes, 
evaluate the quality and effecti- 
veness of research programmes 
undertaken by various agencies 


‘and the extent to which results 


are put to actual use ; 

(c) Suggest measures for 
coordination of scientific rese- 
arch and development activities; 

(4) Recommend approval 
to research plans and progra- 
mmes ; 

(e) Such other matters as 
may be considered relevant by 
the Government. 

The NCST, headed by the 
President of the People’s Repub- 
lic of Bangladesh, has a Vice- 
Chairman, six concerned 
Ministers, eight concerned 
Secretaries and seven prominent 
scicntists/technologists as mem- 
bers. The composition of the 
NCST, with its terms of refere- 
nce, is shown in Annexure-A. 











There is also an Executive 
Committe of the NCST to over- 
sec the implementation of its 
directives and decisions. The 
NCST may be assisted by Sub- 
Committees, Technical commi- 
ttees, Advisory Panels, Expert 
— and consultants, a$ requ- 
ired. 

MAJOR ELEMENTS OF 
SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 
POLICY 

Solution of the problems of 
the national economy calls for 
multidisciplinary application of 
science and technology. Given 
the limitation of resources, an 
integrated approach is essential 
for evolving a comprehensive 
and coherent national science 

and technology policy, which 
will serve, inter alia the following 
purposes. 

Organizing and coordinating 
all research and development 
work in science and technology 
in the country. Bangladesh now 
has morethan sixty research 
and development institutions 
and supporting facilities admi- 
nistered by Research Councils 
Development Agencies, Govern- 
ment Departments and Non- 


Government organisations. There 


is, however little coordination 
among them. Often no specific 
targets are set, monitoring and 
control measures exist and not 
enough thought is given to the 
development of marketable 
products from these endeavours. 
The net result is fragmentation 
of research activity with little 
returns accruing from the effort. 

In view of this, the role of 
the NCST as the central coordi- 
nating agency assumes critical 
importance. The NCST would 
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advise the Government on selec- 
ted areas of research and deve- 
lopment which would help rea- 
lize the stated objectives meant 
to accelerate economic recovery 
and then assign these areas of 
research and development to 
the specific agencies best 
equipped to carry them to a 
successful completion and 
ensure their performance. 
The NCST willalso evolvea 
mechanism for establishing lin- 
kages of research and develop- 
ment institutions horizontally 
amongst themselves and verti- 
cally with the Ministries dealing 
with science and  techaology 
activities. 

In view of the above, it is 
considered appropriate that the 
NCST should also serve the 
following functions : 

(a) Recommend measures for 
technology assessment, develop- 
ment, adaptation, adoption and 
diffusion in the country. 

(b) Suggest measures to 
integrate a Science and Techno- 
logy Plan with the Development 
Pians prepared by the Planning 
Commission. 


(c) Introduce effective insti- : 


tutional arrangements in the 
various organs of the Govern- 
ment to help promote and mo- 
nitor the implementation of the 
Science and Technology Plano. 

(d) Secure funds and alloca- 
te them to the various R&D 
institutions in the light of natio- 
na! development priorities. 

(ce) Recommend to Govern- 
ment on science and technology 
related policies in the areas of 
taxation, import, export and 
industrialisation to create app- 
ropriate infrastructure for ma- 
ximising technology transfer 
and economic growth and deve- 
lopment. 
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(f) To suggest measures to 
strengthen environmental pol- 
lution monitoriog and control. 

(g) Take adequate steps to 
popularize science and technology 
among the people in general. 

(h) Promote regional and 
international cooperation § in 
science and tochnology on bila- 
teral and multilateral basis. 

It is generally recognized that 
engineering research is needed 
to provide the vital link in the 
commertcialization of research 
results and in adoption, adopta- 
tion and digestion of imported 
technology. However, in Bangla- 
desh although research in agri- 
cultural and medical sciences 
have been organized through 
the aegis of the Bangladesh 
Agricultural Research Coun- 
cil (BARC) and the 
Bangladesh Medical Research 
Council (BMRC) respectively, 
institutions engaged ia engineer- 
ing researchin such areas as 
water resources, housing, trans- 
port, etc. have not yet been able 
to develop any well-coordinated . 
dynamic research programme. 

An Engineering Research 
Council may, therefore, be crea- 
ted in line with the Medical Re- 
search Council. Its prime objec- 
tives will be to 

(a) identify thrust areas for 
research in engineering sciences; 

(b) promote inhouse research 
and design capability in both 


public and private sector industries; 


(c) coordinate and develop 
research in the existing engiaeer- 
ing research organizations; 

d) provide facilities for 
interagency consultation for ado- 
ption, adaptation and digestion 
of foreign technology, and 

¢) offer other related ser- 
vices to different organizations. 
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AMBASSADOR TO UN--Bangladesh's new Permanent representative to the United 
Nations B. A. Siddiky has presented his credentials to Secretary General 
Javier Perez de Cueller a Foreign Office Press release said on Saturday 
reports BSS. Bangladesh Ambassador Siddiky said would make its best endeavour 
to uphold the principles and objectives of the UN Charter and continue to play 
its moderate and constructive role in the promotion of world peace security 
and economic and social development. Secretary General Cueller expressed ap- 
preciation of the “important role" Bangladesh had been playing at UN. [Text] 
[Dhaka THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 10 Feb 86 p 3] /9274 


ENVOY TO LUXEMBOURG —-The Government have decided to concurrently 
accredit Mr Mohammed Mohsin, at present Ambassador of Bangladesh to 
Belgium as Ambassador of Bangladesh to the Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, a 
Foreign Office announcement on Wednesday, reports BSS. [Text] [Dhaka THE 
BANGLADESH TIMES in English 27 Feb 86 p 8] /9274 


GRANT FROM NETHERLANDS--The Netherlands will provide Bangladesh with 130 
million Dutch guilders (about Taka 180 crore) during 1986 as development and 
commodity assistance. An agreed minutes to this effect was signed between the 
two countries yesterday (Tuesday). The amount is 6.4 per cent higher than 

the assistance provided last year. Decision about balance of payment, support 
would be taken later, says a press release of the Netherlands Embassy in 
Dhaka. More than half of the current year's assistance will be spent on com 
modities mainly for the procurement of fertilizer, raw cotton, black plain 
sheets and caustic sods. The agreed minutes were signed by Dr. S. A. Samad, 
Joint Secretary ERD and Ambassador of the Netherlands H. J. Du Marchie Sarvaas 
on behalf of their respective governments. The press release noted that dis- 
bursement performance of Dutch aid during past year had been “highly satis- 
factory" as is surpassed the jointly set targets. Both countries agreed that 
continued attention is to be given in this calendar year to on going activ- 
ities with special emphasis on implementation aspects. Bangladesh is the third 
largest recipient of Dutch aid. Since independence Bangladesh has received 
Dutch assistance to the tune of Taka 1,408 crore. [Text] [Dhaka THE BANGLA- 
DESH TIMES in English 19 Feb 86 p 1] /9274 . 


NEW STUDENT FRONT--Jatiya Chhatra Oikkya Front, a new alliance of ten student 


organisations, was formed at a meeting of the representatives of the component 
student groups in the city on Wednesday. Mr Abdur Razzak Hiru, President, 
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REPORTAGE, COMMENT ON RAM SWARUP SPY CASE 


Political Leaders Named 


iBombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jan 86 p 1 


[Text ] NEW DELHI, January 28 
(PTI). 


THe alleged spy, Ram Swaroop 

Sabharwal, is alleged to have 
passed on official secrets to the 
US. West Germany, Taiwan and 
Israel. 


The 53-year-old Swaroop, a Delhi- 
based representative of the business 
promotion council of Taiwan, is al- 
leged to have passed on classified 
documents relating to defence, nuclear 
technology. details of meetings of 
foreign ministers of non-aligned coun- 
trres. proceedings of Parliament and on 
Punjab. 


The chargeshect filed by the police in 
the court of the additional chief metro- 
politan magistrate, Mr. Bharai 
Bhushan, said the accused got these 
documents through his contacts after 
he started harson with an Israeli 
diplomat in 1954. 


The leaders mentioned in the 
charge-sheet are Mr. K. P. Singh Deo, 
Mr. Chandulal Chandrakar, Mr. P. 
'pendra. Mr. Khushwant Singh, Mr. 
M.S. Gurupadaswamy, Mr. Arvind 
Netam, Mr. D. §. Jadeya and Mr. M. S. 
Sanycev: Rao. 

The notable opposition leaders men- 
tioned are Mr. A. B. Vajpayee, Mr. P. 
K Deo, Mr. Kanti Desai, Mr. Balraj 
Macdhok. Mr M_ K. Sheywaiker, Mr. S. 
P Malvrya and others 

The 218-page documents including 
the charge-sheet given to the accused 
today mentioned Mr. YK Bhatnagar, 
editor of “Damnmk Bhaskar,” whom the 
accused allegedly used for anti-Soviet 
articics published in newspapers 

it also sand that Swaroop hed bhe- 
frended Mr. Kant) Desai. son of the 


former promec muonister, Mr Morar): 


Lesa: and used to collect “happenings , 


@! the top” from him 


Ihe charge-sheet said Swaroop 


gathered wnformation “from his con- 
tacts among the members of Paria 


ment and then passed on to US. 
diplomat.” 

Swaroop and his co-accused Javed 
Siddiqui had been charged under sec- 
tions 3, 5 and 9 of the Official Secrets 
Act. 


The information gathered by Mr. 
Kanti Desai included notes on talks 
between Mr. Morarji Desat and Mr. 
Leonid Brezhnev dunng the former's 
visit to Russia. It was passed on to 
Amenican diplomats. 

The alleged spy was also instructed 
by his Amencan ‘handler’ to collect 
information on the Indira Gandhi 


_assassination case from the proceed- 


ings of the Thakkar commission. 


The charge-sheet said Swaroop had 
disclosed that he had asked one of his 
contacts, P. N. Laxmanan, of the PTI, 
to be on the look-out for maternal 
connected with the Thakkar com- 
mission as well as the Indira Gandhi 
assassination case. 

Swaroop had first got in touch with 
Laxmanan when the latter returned 
from Moscow, and with his help filed 
a case in the Press Council of India 
against PTI, alleging Russian infiltra- 
tion there, the charge-sheet said. 

“As a result Laxmanan was obliged 
to Ram Swaroop. Accordingly, Lax 
manan collected some maternal on the 
above mentioned sutyects through one 
D V. Desai of PTI. Bombay, in May, 
1985. and gave it to Ram Swaroop, the 
charge-sheet said 

It said Swaroop had provided de- 
tailed notes and profiles of vanous 
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cabinet ministers, aides and advisers of 
the Prime Minister and 
tionships of vanous chief ministers 
with Mrs. Indira Gandhi and Mr. Rajiv 
Gandhi to a counsellor of the West 
German embassy, Mr. Rolf Breitens- 
tein. 


According to the charge sheet, while . 


embassy was fheiping 
- eo, of i ‘ 


the. FRG 
Swaroonp in “pict 
bers of Parirars g 
ernment was helpful © providing a tree 
trip to such MPs as well as to retired 
semior otlicers of the armed forces 


The more important among the MPs 
were made convenors of the Indo- FRG 
parliamentary group, in consultation 
with West German officials, it said 

Swaroop, after resignine as a field 
inspector in Bharat Insurance Society 
Limited in 1954, came in touch with an 
Israeli diplomat, named Caspi, who 
wasworking in Bombay 


The alleged spy started working for 
him at a salary of Rs. 200 per month 
and his assignment involved introduc- 
ing MPs and journalists to (asp) and 
fixing up appointments at Delhi, the 
charge-sheet said 

To provide a cover to ' 

Swaroop joined the Assam Peoples 
Anti( ommunist League (APACL). a 
I aiwan-hased organisation, the charge 
sheet said 


As a member of the APACL and a 
lobbyist of Israel, he started getting 
fnencly with MPs. In 1964, he took a 
ten-member parhamentary delegation, 
comprising among others, Mr. Va- 


ypavee, Mr. K. Manoharan, Mr. K 
Raja Ram, Mr. Balraj Madhok to 
Taiwan 


In 1974, in recognition of his ability 
to introduce and cultivate members of 
Parliament’, he was appointed honor 
ary representative of Far-East Trace 
Service (FETS). Tarwan. He started 
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Involvement Denied 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 29 Jan 8&6 p } 


[Text } 


NEW DELHI, January 28. 


Me. K. P. Singh Deo, Mr. 
Chandulal Chandrakar 
and Mr. Sanjyecevi Rao will be 
given an early opportunity to 
clear themselves of the shadow 


cast by the alleged link with 
Ram Swaroop. who 1s facing 
j charges of espionage. 

Papers relating to all the three 
men are to be referred to a 
supreme court judge for examin- 
ation. 

They can avail themselves of the 
opportunity to explain the circum- 
stances in which they had at some 
point of time im the past come into 
contact with Ram Swaroop. 


In any event, none of the three is an 
accused in the case. Both Mr. Singh 
Deo and Mr. Chandrakar resigned as 
ministers and Mr. Sanjeevi Rao as 
chairman of the electronic commission 
only for the reason of upholding high 
tradition in public fife 

Indications are that the process of 
reference to the supreme court judge 
would be completed in a short period. 
Competent cirices in the government 
are not unduly exercised over the 
extent of their involvement. 

Meanwhile. two members of the 
Rajya Sabha, Mr. M. S. 
(isurupadaswamy (Janata) and Mr. P. 
Upendra (Telugu Desam) repudiated 
attempts to link their names with the 
activities of Ram Swaroop. 

In separate statements the two MPs 
explained that as politicians they meet 
several persons in public life but this 
has little to do with the activities of the 
men they meet 

Mr. Upendra said: “I had no connec- 
tion with any of Ram Swaroop’s ac- 
tivities. In public life, we come in touch 
with several people on various oc- 
casions. Togive an impression that we 


were sympathetic’ to Ram Swaroop is - 


a motivated and mischievous effort to 
malign me and my party, which hap- 
pens to be the main opposition group 


in Parhament | strongly protest 
against this insimnuation 

“We are second to none im uphold. 
ing the nation’s security and mmtcgrrty 
In fact, myself and other members of 
my party have been streswng. on the 
floor of Parhament. the ureent need for 
plugging all icakages of velal infor 
mation m sensitive arcas and heve 
been urging the government to tebe 
SieTn Measures agains! those indulge 
in ante-national activities. 


“This 1s an issue on which the whole 
nation ts united and none should try to 
politicalrse a sordid affau.~ 

Mr. Gurupadaswamy wid “I 
emphatically repudiate the insinuation 
made im the report, and deplore the 
devious methods in dragging our 
names in the whole affair {| want to 
make tt clear that | can never show any 
sympathy to any person who indulges 
IN anti-patnotic activities 


“I have always beer fighting both in 
Parhament and outside for mai 
taining and safeguarding the security 
and integrity of our land I wish to 
rerterate that those who indulge in anti- 
social and anti-national activities on 
any form can never have my sympathy 
at any stage. 

“I am second to none in upholding 
the best interests of the country and its 
stability and security ~ 


PT! adds) Mr Chandrakar, Mr 
Singh Deo, Dr. Sanjeev: Rao had 
accepted invitations from Ram 
Swaroop to visit Tarwan 

Mr. Chandrakar hac! visited Tarwan, 
along with a party of Indian journalists 
(Mr. Chandrakar 1s a journalist by 
profession) when he was not a member 
of Parliament on the occasion of the 
coronation of the son of Chiang Kar- 
Shek. 

Asked about his resignation. Mr. 
Chandrakar said: “Since my name was 
mentioned by Ram Swaroop. propriety 
demanded that | should not remain in 
ministerial office.” 

Ram Swaroop 1s also learnt to have 
organised the tnp of Mr. Singh Deo 
and Dr. Rao to Tarwan. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Arjun Singh, Con- 
gress vice-president, sand it was for the 


cade of the Congrew: parts of Parte 
mont to tebe & tect aperwret hee pert 
MP\ ahr mammes fgere of ter changer 
sheet flied o@@ Ge Rem Sear 
reonerr cow 

ht os the beeer «¢ Goemeee ” br cel 
ohn sted efet ater eoalt 
taken apeeest tr MPN eho ena’ 
Teewen on the woeteteee of Ree 
Sear 

The charmer of the Prees Trost of 
Inds (PTI) Mr Ramee (sormta, 
textay rstucd the flioeung stetremee 

“lam concerned thet nemes of too 
emplovers of PT! accur on the charge 
sheet frie’ om a ap coer om the coer of 
an addronal chef mrtrepotase 
magistrate om Piety 

“Tt rs not for me to pre-gudge the coer 
but as charman of PIL 1 ehoeld bee 
to State categorically that er eould nat 
permet the commetments of FTI as 2 
nathonal mews agen: to he creed @ 
any manner We eould om every pow 
tic way belp encerth tret® end dral 
vith offences at prrecrited by tee 


PPR CONNECTION 


The charge-heet aise coed Som 
Searcop had « “specu! rcishoneeap™ 
with Mr PN Lette comnect fer 
Sateant Sengh om the incders Gondiu 
aswasernativon caw 

Documents seured from Searonp 
showed that he wtrlesed the services of 
Mr. Lekhs on filme a cose om the Dette 
high court agarnst the posteng of four 
Sovict dypfomats who eere aliegrd to 
have heen declared persona nor grew 
mn other Cowntnes on charges of spyeng. 
nt sand 

Hewes, Mr Leth: also awaited of 
the hospetalety of Searcop and hed 
been to many forngn countries at bes 
expense The alicerd apy. ecoordene to 
the charge sheet. had drectoard that the 
Amerncans had proveded through berm 
to Mr Leth a com of Re NEP) to 
organise a three day meeting of the 
Afghan ingal commuetice mm 1981 

Mr Lekh: ees aiso sponsored on 6 
visit to Rangkot om (OR) at the enstance 
of the Amerncens, ot sasd 
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INDIA CONDEMNS ISRAEL FOR MOSQUE DESECRATION 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 29 Jan 86 p 3 


[Text } 


{9274 
cso: 


4600/14 36 


United Nations, Jan. 28 (UNI): 
Voicing “shock” at the desecra- 
tion of the al- Aqsa: mosque in 
Jerusalem. India last night 
charged Israel with trying to 
consolidate its domination over 
Arab territories by “encourag- 
ing™ the Arabs. to leave. 

Addressing the United Na. 
tions Security Council, the Indi- 
an delegate, Ms Savitri Kunadi, 
sand the al-Aqsa incident “rep 
resents, a much wider malaise 
and is a direct consequence of 
the illegal occupation by Israc!” 
of the holy city of Jerusalem and 
the Arab lands 

The Arabs have complained 
that twice this month Israeli 
securitymen escorting some 
Knesset (Parhament) members 
entered the mosque and used 
violence against the worship 
pers The leseclss have clanmed 
that the viertors were provoked 
to violence 

The 1S nation council, meet. 
omg at Arab request, has no fo 
mal proposal before it but a 
working paper being corculated 
“strongly deplores the violation 
of sanctity of al- Hara a) Harif~ 

lt “recognises that any des 
truction of profanation of the 
holy shrines im fjeruseiem of 


seriously endanger international 
peace and security.” 

It asks Israel to observe scru 
pulously the norms of interna 
tional law governing military 
occupation, specially the Gene. 
va convention, and prevent any 
hindrance to the discharge of 
the function of the supreme Isia- 
mic council in Jerusalem. 

Those functions include any 
cooperation the Islamic council. 
may seek from nations with pre- 
dominantly Muslim populations 
and from Muslim communities 
for repair of Islamic holy places. 

According to diplomats, the 
proposal, if put to vote, is likely 
to be vetoed by the United 
States 

Ms Kunadi warned that West 
Asa will have no just and lasting 
peace without Israeli withdraw. 
al from all Palestinian and Arab 
territories it has occupied since 
1967 

The Council has heard many 
Arab speakers assail Israel since 
the debate began more than a 


holy land mstead of resorting to 
“rowtine rhetoric” in the Secur. 
ity Council, be said 
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DELHI PLANS EXPANSION OF BORDER POLICE FORCE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 29 Jan 86 p 9 


[Text] New Delhi, 28 Jan--The Border Security Force has intensified surveil- 
lance and patrolling of the western and the eastern frontiers to check in- 
filtration, smuggling and other anti-national activities, it was officially 
Stated yesterday. 


Senior officers of the force are making frequent visits to the borders to 
monitor and supervise the functioning of the BSF with a view to improving its 
morale and efficiency. 


An official note said that the Minister of State for Internal Security, Mr 
Arun Nehru, at the BSF raising day fumction recently had expressed the Gov- 
ernment 's resolve to increase the strength of the force and provide it with 
sophisticated equipment so that it could perform duties effectively. 


In accordance with the decision, the Government has sanctioned a five-year 
scheme for expansion of the BSF as also for its modernization. This will 
strengthen the surveillance on India's borders with Pakistan and Bangladesh. 


After taking over office Mr Nehru visited the borders and training centres and 
held discussions with officials to assess the situation. It was felt that 

the border has become porous and is not secure because of movement of smugglers 
and illegal migrants. The new scheme has been evolved in the light of the 
assessment. 


As part of the scheme, it is proposed to construct observation towers and 
equip the border outposts with long-range binoculars and night vision devices 
along Punjab, Rajasthan, Gujarat, West Bengal, Assam, Meghalaya and Tripura 
borders. 


The proposals sanctioned by the Government also envisage development of border 
tracts both on the eastern and western frontiers and provision of adequate 
number of motor cycles and jeeps to the BSF personnel for effective patrolling. 


{9274 
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BANGLADESH INFILTRATORS SAID TO HEAD FOR DELHI 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 20 Feb 86 p 9 


[Test] Patna, Feb. 19--After Assam, West Bengal and Bihar, the Muslim 
infiltrators from Bangladesh, who are entering India in large numbers every- 
day, are setting their eyes on New Delhi. 


Fifty-five such infiltrators who were apprehended in Barharwa railway station 
in Santhal Parganas on Sunday and Monday said the agents who helped them cross 
the Indian border had promised to get them settled in India or take them 
further to Pakistan. The head travelling ticket collector, Mr K. M. Singh, 
apprehended one group of 33 infiltrators at Barharwa station on Sunday. One 
of the infiltrators, Nur Ahmed, (35), said that they were to board the 13 

Up Howrah-Delhi Express from Kiul station the same night but were caught at 
Barharwa station. 


Nur Ahmed and most of his accomplices, many of them teenagers, hailed from 
Pheni district in Bangladesh. According to them the agents took 3,000-5,000 
takas for a contract that said they would be taken across the border. At 
Pheni the infiltrators were kept in a camp for one week where they were 
trained in preparation for crossing the border. The training included intro- 
duction to the geography of West Bengal, Bihar and New Delhi. They were 
asked to remember some of the names of some important places and personalities 
of the areas through which they were to travel. 


After the training period they were taken to nhaka and then to Nawabganj in 
Rajshahi district. From there they crossed the Padma River on boat to enter 
Murshidabad district in West Bengal and then boarded the Howrah-Gaya Passenger 
at Sujnipara station. If the infiltrators, version is to be believed, they 
left Bangladesh because they lost everything in the floods four months ago. 
They had to work on daily wages for eight takas. The agents charge each 
infiltrator anything between 3,000 and 5,000 takas and fixed amount is paid 

to Bangladesh Vahini, the BSF personnel on the Indian border, and the Govern- 
ment Railway Police in India. The railway routes taken by the infiltrators 
are invariably 345 Up Howrah-Barharwa Passenger and 331 Up Howrah-Gaya Passen- 
ger. Some of the infiltrators also arrive in trucks. A group of 22 infil- 
trators were caught in Barharwa bazar a week ago arriving in trucks. 


According to official records nearly 200 Bangladeshi infiltrators were appre- 
hended in Barharwa alone between last October and February 17. There is no 
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estimate of those who manage to cross Bihar, settle here, or go to New 

Delhi. Hundreds of such infiltrators must be crossing the border every day 
from different routes. If some of them are apprehended it is partly because 
of a group of young people who help the railway staff in nabbing the infil- 
trators. According to Mr Uma Shankar Sharma, a college teacher of Barharwa 
and Mr Kamal Bhagat, lately the infiltrators are settling in the hills of 
Santhal Parganas in the midst of the Adivasi population and more are settling 
in the "diara" of Sahepganj and Dumka districts in Santhal Parganas. 


The railway ticket collectors who have been instrumental in nahbbing the in- 
filtrators are bieng threatened by the Government railway police and the 
Bihar police. The allegation against the police is that they are not only 
lenient but callous in apprehending the infiltrators. For instance, on 
February 16 the railway ticket collectors apprehended some Bangladeshis at 
eight in the morning and immediately informed the railway police. It took 
the police eight hours to arrive on the scene. 
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‘DIA, PAKISTAN DIFFER ON TREATY PERSPECTIVE 


PATRIOT in English 27 Feb 86 p 5 
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eur own feet or not. If we do, there 
is me question that we have to 
curb the growth cf CoOMsumption 
f petroleum products and we 
have to be self-sufficient in 
oilseeds 
We also have to have a fresh 
huvk at ro ommperts of caprtal 
geexis We do not want te shut out 
new technolog: because that «il 
harm us. but we have to make sure 
that such technolegy meets the 
rigerous criteria of essentiality 
External financial flows are need 
ed but Government ts determined 
that India is never at the mercy of 
rewn banks and mstitutions 
Fico mac independence and self 
relhance are central to our philose 
phy of development. We shall pav 
whatever pree 1s required te 
mamtfain our economk 
isnleqo reer 
Dhe promary objectives of our 
loreign pelcy comtinue to he the 
prometroen of nen alenment. ad 
“F tT] } rus le 7 ‘Ais 
ent. enlars he are 
rev —_ wereti 
mt world order 
Vie welcome the resumption of 
huh level diakwue hetween the 
I'SSKH and USA. It is imperative 
ke urgent steps to bring abxwut 
treeve om the muclear arms race 
i a mprehensive nuclear 
weapon test han treaty. |The six 
nateenm muetretrwe has called for 
these measures. The Dethi decla 
rateon of January, 1985 has had a 
oe? ompect on pubic opin 
throeawherut the world The leaders 
f the <= countries are m touch 
ath ome another about further 
ste 
| hureng the last one vearthe at 
mephere m the sub-continent 
has cdretinctly umproved We have 
ceded m making progress 
wrth w newhhwurs im many 
freicts Bot we remain concerned 
atevut the ethne situation im Sri 
ka and Pakrstan’< contimued 
pursurt of @ nuclear weapon capa 
We remain convinced that 
“ftuateen m Sei Lanka can be 


ed mivy through political 

ear atten ' wek a rats 

lary teem wel! far! and will only 

result om the bess of large number 
ad : \ 


e Gewernment welcome 
tabirshment of South Aciun 
craft hor foo Hegre na! 
Tweralnww SAAR! Lait hed 
liheke om December 1985 We 


ert . that , a he ; streng’? nen 


forces of friendship and 
cooperation im our region. 

The Government has made 
untiring efforts towards the reso- 
lution of the major areas of ten- 
sion. At the Commonwealth 
meeting in the Bahamas in Octo- 
her, in which the Prime Minister 
participated, our delegation 
played a leading role tr the adop- 
tion of the Commonwealth accord 
on South Africa. We continue to 
demand comprehensive manda- 
tury sanctions against the racist 
regime in Svuth Africa. If the au- 
thorities there, and other govern- 
ments in 9 position to influence 
Seuth Africa. do not act in time, 
violence on large scale will become 
unavordable. 

The Prime Minister also at- 
tended the 40th anniversary of 
the United Nations. The Nassau 
declaration on world order, adopt - 
ed by Commonwealth leaders. 
contained a strong viea for adher- 
ence t:. international norms and 
principles and the strengthening 
of the | nrted Nations. Support 
for the United Nations system is 
one of the corner-stones of our 
foreign policy. We are concerned 
at the growing threat to the multi 
lateral institutions end the im 
creasing tendency to resort to unt 
lateral action. The Government 
supports internationai efforts to 
combat mternational terrormsm, 
while recognising the rights of 
people under colonial occupation 
ty use all means to attain their just 
obyectrves 


Foreign visits 

The Government deplores the 
fact that the Palestinian people 
contmmue to be dened their inal 
enable rights. including the right 
te an independent homeland of 
ther own. Until this basic prob 
lem is tackled. West Asia will not 
see a lasting peace 


The Prime Minister paid offi 
cial visits to the USSR, Feypt. 
France, Algeria. the US, Bhutan, 
the UK. Cuba. the Netherlands, 
Vietnam. Japan. Oman and 
Maldives Our traditionally close 
und frendiy relations with the 
LSSR have been further 
strengthened following the Prime 
Minister's drscussions with Sov 
et leaders in Moscow. The visit to 
the |S has ewnrficantly enlarged 
the content of our bilateral rela 
thems with the US The Prime 
Minoster visited Dhaka to express 


| 


-~ 


our solidarity with the people of 
Bangladesh during the cyclone 
disaster and participated in the 
meeting of heads of State and 
Government for launching the 
Southasian Association for Re- 
gional Cooperation. The Prime 
Minister addressed the UNESCO 
during the visit to France. He ad- 
dressed the annuai c=ference of 
the ILO in Geneva. 


We had the privilege to host 
visits by the kings of Nepal and 
Bhutan, the queen of the Nether- 
lands, the Presidents of Mexico, 
Maldives, Swapo, Sri Lanka, 
Tanzania, Indonesia and Paki- 
stan, the Chairman of PLO, the 
Head of State of Ethiopia and the 
Prime Ministers of Poland, Yugo- 
slavia, Mauritius, Britain, New 
Zealand, People’s Democratic Re- 
public of Yemen and Trinidad 
and Tobago. The crown price and 
princess of Norway and the Pope 
als) visited India. 

Let me now outline some pri- 
ority areas for 1986-87 and be- 
yond. The need of the hour is to 
enable the poor to better their 
lives, science and technology have 
to support this fundamental ob- 
jective, to this end, the Govern. 
ment is mounting technology 
missions in the following areas: 

(i) drinking water for all villag- 
es. (ii) eradication of illiteracy, 
(vn) vaccination and 
immunisation of children, (iv) 
production of oilseeds and manu- 
facture of edible oils, (v) improved 
communications. 

In the course of the year more 
thrust areas will be identified 
with the object of using technolo- 
gy for improving productivity in 
industry and agriculture. In se- 
lected areas science and technolo- 
gy missions will endeavour to 
place India in the front rank of 
scientific activity. 

A comprehensive agriculture 
policy will be formulated to pro- 
mote an optimial cropping pat- 
tern. to improve water and soil 
management to increase produc- 
tivity of all crops, to enhance the 
incomes of small and marginal 
farmers and to enlarge our hard 
won self-sufficiency in foodgrains 
through higher production of 
otlseeds and pulses, a time- bound 
action plan will be drawn up to 
take the green revolution to the 
eastern region 

It us gratifying that a natwnal 
consensus has emerged on treat 








ing water as a national resource. 
The Government attaches high 
priority to the evolution of a na- 
tional water policy which would 
optimise the use of water for agri- 
cultural, industrial and other so- 


cial needs. 
FP programmes 


The Governemnt has carried out 
an indepth analysis of our family 
planning programmes. Profiting 
from the experience of the past, a 
more effective strategy for family 
planning is being worked out and 
will be announced shortly. 


The focus on anti-poverty 
programmes will be sharpened. A 
new progrmme, which builds on 
the success achieved by the re- 
vised 20-point programme, is 
being formulated and will be an- 
nounced soon. It will bring to- 
gether all the elements, policies 
and programmes for a major na- 
tional effort to tackle the problem 
of mass poverty in all its manifes- 
tations, specifically the problems 
of scheduled castes and scheduled 
tribes. Programmes for the social, 
economic, educational and cul- 
tural development for the 
scheduled castes, scheduled tribes 
and other weaker sections will be 
vigorously impiemented, the im 
plementation of the 15-point 
programme for the development 
of minorities, with special empha- 
Sis on Increasing economic oppor- 
tunities, will be closely 
monitored. 

‘To rapidly increse employ- 
ment, to stimulate development 
in backward areas and to enhance 
the efficiency of Indian industry 
to serve the masses better, a more 
comprehensive framework of in- 
dustrial policy ts required. Many 
changes have already been made 
in our industrial policy which now 
reflects the new thrust for 
modernisation, absorption of new 
technologies and promotio of in- 
digenous technologies 

High cost and inefficient in- 
dustry hurts the poor, because it 
absorbs resourfces that are need- 
ed to create new jobs for them. A 
vast increase in the production of 
goods and services for the masses 
in rural and urban areas is central 
to our strategy for the removal of 
poverty. This necessitates a fresh 
look at policies governing scale of 
production, capacity utilisation, 
the role of indigenous technology, 
labour productivity, the detailed 


regulatory mechanism, the future 
perspective for small and medium 
industry and the _ existing 
adminsitrative and management 
appartus. Industry must serve the 
large masses 

To meet the challenge of 
Maintaining 

To rapidly increase employ- 
ment, to stimulate development 
in backward areas and to enhance 
the efficiency of Ipdian industry 
to serve the masses better, a more 
comprehensive framework of in- 
dustrial policy is required. Many 
changes have already been made 
in our industrial policy w* ich now 
reflects the new thrust for moder- 
nisation, absorption of new tech- 
nologies and promotion of indige- 
nous technologies 

High cost and inefficient in- 
dustry hurts the poor, because it 
absorbs reseurces that are needed 
to create new jobs for them. A vast 
increase in the production of 
goods and services for the masses 
in rural and urban areas ts central 
to our strategy for the removal of 
poverty. This necessitates a fresh 
look at policies governing scale of 
production, capacity utilisation 
the role of indigenous technology, 
labour productivity. the detatied 
regulatory mechanism. the future 
perspectives for smal! and medi- 
um industry and the existing ad 
ministrative and management 
apparatus. industry must serve 
the large masses 

To meet the challenge of main- 
taining a viable balance of pay 
ments position, a major thrust for 
promotion of exports and tourism 
is called for. anv slackening of 
progress on this front will 
jeopardise our overall develop 
ment strategy. The Government 
will take new initiatives in this 
critical area 

It is imperative to effect 
changes in our administrative 
system to bring it in tune with the 
objective of growth with social 
justice. Management in the Gov 
ernment has to be imbued with a 
new s0« ial outlook. i wm nota 
question of imposing something 
from above. the impetus to reform 
must come from within, the na 
tional community asa whole must 
denaie issues affecting the work- 
ing of the administrative svstem. 
A concrete agenda of action will 
thus emerge for implementation. 
our watchwords must be improve- 
ment of efficiency and enforce- 
ment of accountability 
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Electoral laws 


To safeguards the health and 
vitality of our basic political insti- 
tutions, changes will be needed in 
our electoral and other laws. The 
Government will hold wide- 
ranging consultations with the 
leaders of political parties with a 
view to formulating concrete pro- 
posals to ensure cleafier public 
life. 

The vision of a mighty India 
will be realised only in the actual 
lives of men and women who have 
strength of character, tenacity of 
purpose and commitment to ex- 
cellence The Government's 
strategy for human resource de- 
velopment aims at developing 
these qualities in our national life. 
The new education policy will be 
an integral part of this strategy. It 
will aim at the physical, intellec- 
tual. cultural and moral develop- 
ment of society in a harmonious 
fashion 

It is not enough to state objec- 
tives. a national mobilisation ts 
essential to ensure that the re 
sources required to implement the 
education policy are forthcoming. 
Even more important 1s the in- 
volvement of the youth, students, 
teachers. the intelligentsia, work- 
ers and farmers in giving a new 
direction to the national effort in 
this area. 

Education has to be trans- 
formed from an activity in the 
classroom toa social process for 
building the India of our dreams. 
It has to he integrated more close- 
ly. both with production and our 
commitment to conserve and en- 

- hance our cultural heritage — to 
make us proud to be India. 

The years ahead are years of 
challerge. The Government has 
taken a number of measures to ac- 
celerate growth, to modernise the 
economy and to give new content 
to our programmes for achieving 
social justice, it is imperative to 
impart a sense of urgency to the 
task of implementation. 

Much has been achieved this 
past vear. and the hopes and ex- 
pec tations of our people are high. 
As their representatives, you have 
the onerous duty to fulfil their as- 
pirations, above all people's repre- 
sentatives and organisations of all 
political persuasions should work 
together to strengthen the secular 
and democratic foundations of 
our soctety 

The forces of violence and fa- 
naticism have to be fought. The 
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raras S2708T) CORTENTS OF TH) CHARTER POR SELUT LATIONS 
Calcetts THR STATEREAS te Geglis® § Jee &@ 1! 


lest aeerttals. Joe J>—-The eoetereroeed Tritel Setiees! Voleeteers weet to 
=epet lete wlth the Coeire oe the beste of « fiwe petet cherter of demands. 
“ic® tecletes premelgeticoe of tomer lise pereit ewetes ts Trigers eed Uelice 
Tetritcec. etetese ter the Stete Iribel Astememees Dietricte Coumcil. reports FTI. 


Sighiv-pleced effictel sources eeld thet the three other sotets ic the THY 
cherter of cemmeds ere gGetection of feorelteuers with Octeber 15. 1949 as the 
cut-et! gete. appreprtete eehebilicetion besefits et per with those sccorded 
te @ther ieeetgest groeepe te the Bortheeetcre regice ead greet of genera! 
=eneety to TS) geerrilles. sestees. reeteretion of 21) aliemssted tribal lands 
tesen peeseseion by cee-tribel settlers siece 1960. 


The seeurure eeled thet the cherter of demends wes draws op by the THY at their 
apGergrousé “capital” te Sieglee io Seegledesh’s Chittegces Bill Tracts co 
Sowreber 10. 


They eeid tmeet the THY is. SBowewer. prepered to settle the cut-off date for 
Setereiostice of “toreigeers is segotiation with the Ceatre. The charter of 
jemand said. ‘the THY weets to essere detection of foreigners entering Tripura 
etter lth October, 1949 or any cther aeutusliv scceptable date”. 


The sowrces eaid the tribel epdergrowed leadership sight saree to stretch the 
cut-off date to 196] to exuwere that Sengali speskiang tamigrents fros erstwhile 
fast Paeckistam enteriog Tripere in the aftermath of the 1963-64 communal riocts 
cam be eased out of the State. 


The THY leadership bewe alleged “ereat interference” in the workings of the 
Tridel Areas Actosogous District Cowncil from the “refugee State Covernaunt”, 
amd decided to urge the Centre to accord Union Territory status to the Council. 


Por preserving “at least the existing demographic balance in the Council area 
aad the State’, the TNV leadership have demanded the progulgation of the inner 
lime permit syvetem applicabie in some of the other Northeastern States like 
Nagaland. 


The sources said that the TNV envisages the five-point charter of demand to 
fore the “core of dialogue” with the Centre. The INV leadership have decided 
that they would not respond to the repeated appeals of the State Left Front 
Government for “honourable surrender”. 
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EXOOUS OF TRISALS REPORTED AS TRIPURA CROPS FAIL 
Soabay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 14 Feb 86 p 1? 


(Text) Agartala, February 23: Starwation conditions resulting from a comlete 
failere of the ‘jhue crop apd lack of government support has triegered off 

an weending exodus of poor tribal cultivators froe South Tripura’s backward 
Raims Valley ares to Assam and Miroram in the past one month. 


Ower 150 tribal families have already aigrated to the fiflemara forest near 
Baileakandi is Assas's Cachar district amd the Tripuwribari area of Mizoram. 
according to reliable reports. 


The Yrcipura Upaiati Samity (TUS) MLA from Raies Valley, “Mr Rabindra Debbar=a, 
hes given a list of 106 tribal families who have aigrated from Raima valley 
dwe to acute food crisis in this area. Mr Debbarua told newsmen that the 

TUJS has already started an agitation in this area demanding iamediate deciar- 
ation of the Raima Valley as a food crisis zone” and urgent government support 
to the starving families to prevent further exodus. 


The failure of the ‘jhum crop in the valley has been compounded by poor 
prices tribais got this vear for jute produce. As against about Ks. 300 per 
month last year, they secured only &s. W to Rs. 35 this vear with “Mahajans 
cornering the market by taking advantage of che valley's remoteness and 
failure of the government's large-scale agricultural sulti-purpose societies 
to purchase gore than 25 per cent of the crops in the area. 


The “Mahajans” had cormered the jute growers’ card at Gandachhera and 
Mandirghat; two major markets in the area, and were reaping the benefits of 


~ 


the governa@ent 's support price which stands at Rs. 72.50 per maund. 


The co-operatives do not gake immediate payments due to “low cash availability 
thus forcing the tribals to hand over their crops to “Mahajans” as the poor 
hille@en need immediate cash to purchase essential commodities. 


The Tripura’s grain bank branch at Gandachhera, the only bank branch in Raima 
Valley, has been compelled to stop crop loan advances following reports tha 
the previous tribal loan beneficiaries in the area had migrated to Assam and 
Mizoram without repaying the loans. Though senior government officials have 
confirmed the tremendous food scarcity in the areas, the ruline CPM organ, 
"Daily Desher Katha” has blamed extremist activities in the area for the 
exodus of tribal families from the Raima Valley. 
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TRADE, ECONOMIC RELATIONS DISCUSSED WITH INDONESIA 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 24 Feb 


[Text } 


{9274 
CSO: 


Incha has agreed to increase its in 
vesiment m jomnt ventures in in 
Gonesia and enter intr 
cooperation in the field of «mal! 
scale industry and technica 
trarning mm that country’ reports 
UNI 

Thee was decided at high leve 
officsal talks held in Jakarta last 
week on trade and economu rela 
toons between the two 
The Incian side at the talk= was 
represented by (ommerce Secre 
tery Prem Kumar and the Ind 
nesian side by Director (seneral of 
Potewn and Feonomic Relations 
Atomono Survo 

The meeting. preparatory ¢ 


eer 


wun’ rwes< 


jaf 


the moinr‘erral leve! talks 
to be held shorth m Indu. al« 
agreed msier ing tern 


trade arrangements in respect of 
some bulk items 
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The Indonesian side showed 
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TRADE AND PAYMENTS AGREEMENT SIGNED WITH POLAND 


Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 24 Feb 86 p 5 


[Text | 


{9274 
CSO: 


New Dethi, Feb. 23: India 
and Poland have signed a bi- 
lateral agreement on trade and 
payments for 1986-30. 

Ihe bilateral agreement pro- 
vides for all commercial and 
noncommercial transactions to 
be paid in non convertible Indi- 


an Rupees. A trade turnover of 


Rs 450 crores has been targeted 
this vear. This ts six per cent 
higher than last year 

Another important feature of 
the agreement ts the provision 
for invoicing imports from Po- 
land in Indian Rupees, instead 
of US Dollars 

The exports from India would 
continue to be rn Indian Rupees, 
1s in the past. This provision will 
facilitate imports from Poland 
and raise the volume of exports 
from India 

The new pact will also include 
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a long-term trade plan for 1986 
to 1990, cover major items of 
import and export. This kind of 
advance indication will promote 
the growth of trade between the 
two countries 

The agreement, which was 
signed yesterday “paves the way 
for further development of trade 


and economic contacts between 


Poland and India,” Tass said. 


The first trade agreement be- 
tween India and Poland was con- 
cluded in November 1959. The 
trade turnover between the two 
countries has since increased 
from Rs 2 crores to Rs 220 crores 
last year 

The two countries also signed 
a protocol on reciprocal deliver- 
ies of goods in 1986-1990. Under 
the terms of the agreement Pol- 
ish-Indian trade is to double by 
the year 1990 compared with 
1985. 
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net of crude oil, grew by about 7.6%. Nonetheless, the trade deficit for 
the first six months exceed Rs 4,000 crores”. 


The survey noted that most of the increase in import growth in the first 

half of the year was on account of bulk commodities--oil, fertilizers and sugar- 
sugar--and equipment and materials for public sector projects and program 

mes. It predicted that the overall growth in imports should be substantially 
lower for the year than initial trends had suggested. 


Agriculture 


The survey observed that despite drought in several regions, agricultural 
production was expected to show a marked recovery from the decline in 1984-85. 
The erratic and inadequate rainfall during the monsoon had been somewhat 
compensated for by the excellent pre-sowing and early rabi season rains. 
Consequently, while the kharif output was not likely to increase, rabi pro- 
duction was expected to show a sharp rise. As a result, the survey expected 
the overall growth in agricultural production to be about 3% in 1985-86 (in 
contrast to a decline of 0.9% in 1984-85), with the foodgrain output in the 
order of 150 million tons as compared to 146 million tons in the previous 
year. Food stocks reached a record level of 29 million tons in June 1985 
and with a good rabi harvest, stocks are expected to remain high. 


The rising stocks of wheat and rise might reflect some imbalance in the 
cropping pattern, with the growth in wheat and rice acreage occurring at the 
expense of some other crops, notably oilseeds, sugarcane, and pulses, in which 
production had fallen short of demand. In view of the high imports of edible 
oils and sugar during 1985-86, the survey emphasized the need to improve in- 
centives for indigenous production of oilseeds and sugarcane. 


Referring to infrastructure, the survey said that the growth rates in most of 
the key sectors were higher in 1985-86 than in the previous year and sub- 
etentially higher tham the average annual growth rate recorded in the Sixth 
Piles. Thermal (including nuclear) power generation increased by 15.5% in 
April-December 1985 over the same period of 1984. This was even better than 
the tmpressive increase of 14.22 recorded in 1984-85. Railway movement had 
shown am exceptionally strong performance this year, with revenue earning 
goods traffic increasing by 9.12 in April-December 1985 over the correspond- 
ime period of 1984. 


ben be@el power eemeration had been disappointing, showing a decline of 4.82% 
im the firet nime months of the year over the corresponding period of the 
ereviows weer. As expected, the growth in crude oil production had slowed to 
aboot 4.32 im the first nine months of this year. A disturbing feature of the 
petrelews sector was the rapid rise in imports of crude oil and petroleum 
eredects im §985-86. This had placed substantial pressure on the balance of 
peraretes The serwey cautioned that the current rate of growth in petroleum 
lanertes is oot suptainabiece . 


we cemer@e che tedeetrial sector. the survey described the series of important 
eieet rie) pelice meeewres taken during the current year to penerate higher 











growth in output and employment. While the impact of the measures would 
take some time to take effect, early indicators pointed to a favourable 
response to the recent industrial policy initiatives. The indicators in- 
cluded the spurt in registration in de-licensed industries, significent 
recourse to the new broad-banding facilities, a sharp increase in the letters 
of intent granted, a marked rise in consents for capital isswes and an un- 
precedented boom in the stock market. Industrial production also showed 
signs of acceleration in recent months. 


Manufacturing Sector 


During April-November 1985, the manufacturing sector, with a weight of 812 
in the industrial production index, recorded an acceleration erowth of 6.82 
from 6.0% in the same pericd the previous vear. ‘However, there was slow 
growth in mining and quarrying sectors, partly reflectine the deliderate 
policy to stabilize coal production, while pithead stocks were reduced from 
the peak levels attained in 1984-85," the survey said. 


On prices, the survey said the Wholesale Price Index increased by 3.12 

between end-March 1985 and January 25, 1986, the lowest increase for the period 
for the past seven years. During January and February 1986, certain adminis- 
tered prices were raised. The prices of manufactured items had remained 

fairly stable in 1985-86. Agricultural prices had been volatile with the 
prices of some items rising and of others falling (in particular, jute, cotton, 
tea and coconut). The agricultural commodities for which prices increased 
were mainly wheat, vegatables and sugar. Prices of a large number of items, 
however, either remained stable or somewhat declined. ‘Domestic edible oils 
are important items of the food basket whose prices remained stable over the 
year. While the rise in the price of wheat has occurred after a substantial 
decline in its price last year, vegetable prices have recorded a continuous 
increase. Sugar prices increased as a result of a fall in sugarcane output, 

as area under cane decreased sharply over the last few years,” it said. 


The impact of a rise in the prices of agricultural commodities, particularly 
food items, was much greater in the Consumer Price Index where these items 
were given a higher weight. Consequently, the CPI had risen faster than the 
WPI, recording an increase of 7.5% between March and November 1985. Much 

of the increase could be attributed to the usual sharp seasonal increase in 
the CPI that occurred between April and October and a downward seasonal 
pressure on the CPI for the remaining months of 1985-86 would normally be 
expected. 


Successful Start to Plan 


Madras THE HINDU in English 26 Feb 86 p 7 
NEW DELHI Feb 7 
The pre-budget economic survey for 1% 
[Text ] sented to Par! amen te day motes *¢ 
1985-86 has seen a successf.! Start to t 
Five Yoar Dian The Survey burgh ytocyt te tho w 
Cy initiatives that have been taken to boost € 
arowth. reinforce anti-poverty programmes ' 
industry and provide a new direction t 
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economy. Provisional data indicate that imports in- 
creased by nearly 25 per cent in the first six months 
of 1995-86 over the first half of the previous year ' 
Total exports showed a marginal decline of 07 per 
cent mainly on account of tapering off of crude oil 
exports in 1985-86, following an increase in domestic 
refining capacity. Exports, net of crude oil, grew by 
about 76 per cent. Nonetheless. the trade deficit for 
the first six months exceeds As. 4.000 crores 
Most of the increase in import growth in the first 
half of the year was on account of bulk commodities 
(such as oil. fertilizers and sugar) and equipment and 
materials for public sector projects and programmes 
The survey states that import of bulk commodities 
appears to have been bunched in the first half of the 
financial year w th advance information pointing toa 
marked slackening in the growth of bulk imports in 
subsequent months Theretore, the survey predicts 
that for the year as a whole the overall growth in im- 
ports should be substantially lower than the initial 
trends suggested. 
The survey indicates that the balance of payments 
continues to benefit from larger remittances from ind- 
ian workers abroad and substantial capital inflows in- 
cluding accretions to non-resident deposit accounts 
The overall foreign exchange reserves have shown a 
decline of Rs 324 crores in the current financial year 
up to the end of January, 1985 
Problems and : Looking ahead. the sur- 
vey notes that the Seventh Plan's development stra- 
tegy emphasises the creation of employment op- 
portunities and reduction in the poverty ratio in the 
country The Plan's development strategy is expect. 
ed to lead to a reduction in the poverty ratio from 37 
per cent in 198485 to less than 26 per cent in 
1929.90 

The survey observes that three quarters of the 
population still lives in the rural areas. and the Quality 
of agricultural performance is a key determinant of 
thew conditions of living It is essent's! to imorove agqr’- 
cultural yields in lagging regions of the country. not 
only in the interest of overall production but also to 
maintain regional balance in develooment and to 
tackle the deep-seated problems of rural poverty 
which are especiatly acute in those areas which have 
: to reap significant benefit from the green revolu- 
ion 

The survey calls for vigorous efforts to accelerate 
the spread of new high-yielding varieties of rice and 
wheat (and the necessary supporting infrastructure) 
to the eastern region of the country. where yields are 
now well below those enjoyed in the north and 
north west It will also be necessary to pursue 
technological breakthroughs in pulses and oilseeds 
The survey notes that increased production of these 
crops can also be encouraged through better pricing 
policies 

While broad based agricultural growth provides 
the key to the alleviation of ‘ural poverty it needs to 
be complemented by a vigorous implementation of 
the major anti-poverty programmes Since foodgrain 
stocks are expected to remain well in excess of buf 
fer stock reqwrements. the survey pots to further 
scope for strengthening of food-for-work com 
Ponents of the existing anti-poverty programme 

In the manufacturing sector. the survey expects the 
recent industria! policy initiatives to lead to higher 
growth and employment it cautions that some ad- 
justment in costs is inevitable and the policies will 
have to be carefully designed in order to minimise 
these costs and give sufficient time to industry to ad 
just So the new challenges The survey draws parti- 
cular attention to the development needs of the capr- 
tal S industry 

The survey draws attention to the fact that rapid 
growth of agriculture and industry is crucially de 
pendent on satisfactory performance in the infrastruc 
ture sector It stresses the importance of better perfor 

mance in the power sector it notes that a one per 


97 


cent increase in the national plant load factor average 


‘is roughly equivalent to adding S00 MW of new insta! 


led capacity costing about As S00 crores Similarly a- 
one percentage point reduction in transmission and 
distribution losses would yield about As 450 crores 
of extra revenue each year 

The survey reiterates the cautionary note of the 
two preceding Economic Surveys regarding the af 
ficult balance of payments situation in the latter half 
of the current decade This expectation is based on a 
combination of factors. including the anticipated de 
Claration in indigenous oi! production. the protection 
ist trend in international trade. the bunching of repay 
ment obligations from past external borrowing the 
diminished prospects for concessional ass stance 
and the uncertainty about the flow of recuitances 
from abroad 

The survey emphasises that the key to greater self 
reliance, sustained growth and manageable balance 
of payments lies in efficient import substitution and 
improved export performance The alternatives to 
higher export growth are compression of the coun 
try $ import bill for essential items. which would jeopar 
dise economic growth. or a resort to much higher leve 
Is of external borrowing which could lead to un 
sustainable debi service obligations ‘'n the surveys 
view neither alternative is acceptable 

The survey also stresses the importance of select 
ed import substitution of key bulk imports According 
to the survey. net imports of petroleum products 
have to be contained. in the long run. through higher 
indigenous production in the medium tern the sur 


_ vey favours a two-pronged approach to the manage 


ment of petroleum demand involving vigorous mea 
sures to economise on energy use coupled with im 
proved production and use of non petroleum ene gy 
resources. It calls for measures to encourage the pro 
duction of key agriculture hased bulk items such as 
sugar and edible os which figure heavily in imports 

This will have to combtyne a systematic and tong 
term approach to agricultural pricing with the de 
velopment of necessary agricultural infrastructure in 
the relevant regions and for the crops concerned 

With regard to fiscal issues the survey calls for care 
ful control of non-Plan revenue expenditure and the 
maintenance of present fiscal strategy for increasing 
revenues An important task of fiscal policy. the sur 
vey observes. is to grapple with the probiem of the 
parallel economy This will require continuation of the 
present strategy of reducing the underlying econorwe 
causes of the paraliel economy. while simultaneously 
strengthening the administration and enforcement of 
fiscal and economic laws 

The survey stresses that non inflationary funding of 





Key sectors a 
do well 


The key infrastructure sectors have performed 
well during the first nine months of the current 


par a mm nore 
achieved during _ Consequently. the 
accumulation of pithead stocks has been checked. 
Thermal. including nuclear power on. 
Ganabertmemial Ghatend emematatt: 











an annual growth rate of 11.8 per cent during the 
Sixth Plan ” 











Revenue-earning originating goods traffic 
showed a high increase of 9.1 per cent as against e 
growth rate of 4.1 per cent during the Sixth 

Cargo handled at major parts registered an 
increase of 14.2 per cent as against an annual 
re ee ey eM 


Crude oil production and coal production have 
shown moderate increases of 4.3 per cent and 2.3 
per cent respectively. However, hydel generation — 
registered a fall of 4.8 per cent, the survey 
says —PTI. 





‘ 








the Seventh Plan will require fulfilment of the target- 
ted levels of surplus generation by the public sector 
enterprises. The public sector pricing nas to reflect 
normative costs at acceptable levels of efficiency 
There are no short cuts to the urgent task of im- 
proving efficiency in the use of the resources in the 
public sector, a8 indeed elsewhere in the economy 
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BRIEFS 


JAPANESE ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT--New Delhi, Feb 18--Japan has agreed to 

extend a loan of Yen 32 billion (Rs 175 crores). This followed the signing 
of Indo-Japanese assistance agreement by Japan's Ambassador in India, Mr 
Takunmi Hosaki, and the Union Finance Secretary, Mr S. Venkitaraman, here 
today. The loan of Yen 30 billion (Rs 167 crores) has been allocated for 

the Assam turbine power plant and transmission line project. A small part 

of the loan of Yen 1.58 billion (Rs 8.8 crores) has been sanctioned for 

debt relief grant aid for 1985-86 and Yen 43 million (Rs 24 lakhs) as 
cultural grant aid to Visva-Bharati University for 1985-86. The loan 
assistance of Yen 30 billion for the Assam gas turbine power plant and trans- 
mission line project is a follow-up of the special loan assistance announced 
by the Government of Japan for this project on the eve of the visit of Mr 
Rajiv Gandhi to Japan in November last. This loan assistance is repayable 
over a period of 30 years, including a grace period of 10 years, and carries 
an interest rate of 4.25% per annum. The cultural grant aid of Yen 43 million 
to Visva-Bharati University is available for import of equipment from Japan 
for promotion of fine arts, agricultural and adult education programmes in 
India. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 19 Feb 86 p 9] /9317 


RAJ NARAIN ILL=--Lucknow, Feb 13--Mercurial and ebulient chief of the All- 
India Socialist Party Raj Narain, now convalescing in local Balrampur 
Hospital, today gave a seemingly bizarre explanation for his current illness. 
Mr Narain firmly believes that one Gumnami Baba who died at Faizabad was 
none other than Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose, and according to a local 
eveninger, the erstwhile "Hanuman" has sufficient proof of this fact. The 
sad demise of the Baba, the report quoting the leader says, has “shell- 
shocked" Mr Raj Narain to the extent that he had to be hospitalised. 
However, the report fails to shed some light on the delayed shell-shocking 
as the death of Gumnami Baba occurred in September last which has affected 
Mr Narain now, some six months later. Meanwhile, Miss Lalita Bose, the niece 
of late Netaji, filed a writ petition before the Lucknow bench of the 
Allahabad High Court which has since directed the district magistrate of 
Faizabad to prepare an inventory of the belongings of the said Baba. [Text] 
[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Feb 86 p 6] /9317 
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JAGNIVAN RAM ILLNESS--London, Feb 11 (PTI)--Congress-J president Jagjivan 
Ram was admitted a London hospital for treatment of bronchial asthma 
immediately after his arrival from New Delhi today. The veteran politician 
was driven in an ambulance to the Brompton hospital straight from Heathrow 
Airport where he was received by India’s Deputy High Commissioner R.C. Arora 
and a doctor. He walked from his seat in the plane to the ambulance. Mr 
Ram, aged 78, is accompanied by his wife and daughter, Mrs Meera Kumar, 
Congress MP. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Feb 86 p 1] /9317 


CPI SECRETARIAT MEETING--The CPI has expressed its grave concern over the 
developments in Punjab, particularly the renewed and dangerous activities 

of the extremist elements who have taken physical possession of the Golden 
Temple complex. In a resolution at its two-day meeting in the Capital, 
which concluded on Tuesday, the CPI Central Secretariat urged the Akali 

Dal Ministry to take firm steps to deal with the situation. The party 

also took a serious view of the situation arising out of the failure of the 
Mathew Commission and said "What is at stake today is the Punjab Accord 
itself." A wait and watch attitude or shilly-shallying and dithering on the 
issue any longer would undo whatever good was achieved by the accord, the 
resolution said, and urged the Prime Minister to take initiative and confer 
with the Punjab and Haryana Chief Ministers to arrive at a political settle- 
ment. Meanwhile, the CPI has decided to send a three-member delegation, 

led by party general secretary C. Rajeshwara Rao, to attend the 27th 
Congress of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. The delegation, which 
is due to leave for Moscow on 22 February at the invitation of the CPSU, 
will have CPI National council secretary M. Farooqi and Mrs Geeta Mukherjee, 
MP, as members. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 5 Feb 86 p 6] /9317 


INDO-SOVIET ACADEMIC COOPERATION--Madras, Feb 1l--Anna University will be 
collaborating with institutions in the Soviet Union for research purposes 

in the areas of control systems, crystal growth and semi-conducting crystals. 
This is a sequel to the University Grants Commission (UGC), New Delhi, 
identifying the University after consultation with the Soviet Academy of 
Sciences and the Soviet Ministry of Higher and Spectalised Secondary Education 
The programme involves exchange of faculty, organisation of joint seminars, 
implementation of joint research schemes, and publishing joint research 
papers, according to the Registrar of the University. It is a part of the 
Indo-USSR Cultural Exchange Programme which provides for the development of 
bilateral academic links in specific fields. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in 
English 12 Feb 86 p 12] /9317 


MEGHALAYA PARTY DISSOLVED--Shillong, February 9 (PTI)--The All-Party Hill 
Leaders Conference (APHLC), a major regional party in Meghalaya, has been 
dissolved, according to a party release here. The release, issued here 
today, said the dissolution of the party followed its formation of a new 
party, Hill People Union, with another regional party the Hill State Peoples 
Democratic Party (HSPDF) on November 16 last. The decision to dissolve the 
party was taken at a special session at Dilma in east Garo hills on last 
Friday. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Feb 86 p 7] /9317 


100 


JPRS *NEA<86-040 
3L March 1986 


RAJASTHAN MINISTERS RESIGN--Jaipur, Feb 7 (UNI)--The governor, Mr Vasantrao 
Patil, tonight accepted the resignation of the minister for the Indira 
Gandhi canal, Mr Narendra Singh Bhati and the minister of state for anima! 
husbandry, Mr Ramsingh Bishnoi, on the advice of chief minister Mr Harideo 
Joshi. An official release said the departments held by Mr Bhati had been 
entrusted to the revenue minister and Mr Bishnoi'’s departments had been given 
t> minister for cooperatives, Mr Ramdeo Singh. No reason was given for the 
resignation of the two ministers. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 
8 Feb 86 p lp /9317 


NAVY LEADERSHIP RESHUFFLED--New Delhi, Feb 3 (PTI)--A major reshuffle has 
been effected in the higher ranks of the Navy with Vice-Admiral J.G. 
Nadkarni, flag officer commanding-in-chief, Eastern Naval Command, being 
appointed the new vice-chief of naval staff. He will succeed Vice-Admiral 
K.K. Nayar, who is retiring. Vice-Admiral S. Jain, currently deputy chief 
of naval staff, has been appointed the new flag officer commanding-in-chief, 
Western Naval Command. He succeeds Vice-Admiral S. Mookerjee, who is also 
due to retire. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 4 Feb 86 p 4] 
/9317 


HIGHER INDUSTRIAL OUTPUT--New Delhi, Feb 4 (UNI)--There has been an increase 

of 6.3 percent in the industrial production during the first seven months-- 
April to October--of the current financial year over the output in the same 
period of 1984-85. The average monthly index for the first 10 months of 
1985--January to October--rose by 6.2 percent compared to the same period 

of 1984. The index of industrial production for October 1985 (base 1970-100), 
released by the Central Statistical Organisation, stood at 203.7, an increase 
of 8.1 percent over the index of October 1984. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELECRAPH 
in English 5 Feb 86 p 8] /9317 


INDO-SOVIET JOINT VENTURES--Bombay, February 20: Future Indo-Soviet trade 
will be based more on technology and less on raw materials. Simultaneously, 
there is good scope for joint projects between the two countries for making 
items exclusively for each other's markets and for export to third countries, 
Dr. S. A. Pavlov, head of the Institute of Marketing Research, USSR, said on 
Wednesday. Speaking at a meeting with Bombay Union of Journalist (BUJ), 

he stressed that there was good scope for cooperation in the manufacturing 
industry, specially engineering goods. Dr. Pavlov said the Soviet market 
was now more quality conscious and Indian exporters should plan carefully 
while entering the Soviet market. He said mutuality of interests in trade 
between the two countries will continue to hold good including the rupee 
trade. He urged both sides to narrow the information gap in trade. For a 
balanced trade, Indian companies should buy more from the Soviet Union, he 
said. Dr Pavlov is presently in India for talks with Indian industrialists 
for increasing trade with the private sector. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 21 Feb 86 p 13] /9274 


NAGALAND MINISTER DIES--Kohima, February 23 (UNI): The Nagaland co-operative 
minister, Mr Mohammad Hussain Anwar, died at the Jaslok hospital, Bombay, 
yesterday after a protracted illness, reports received here today said. He 
was 60. His body will be brought here tomorrow for burial. [Text] [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 24 Feb 86 p 9] /9274 
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NEW AMBASSADORS NAMED--New Delhi, Feb. 25--Mr Krishnan Raghunath, Joint 
Secretary in the Ministry of External Affairs, was today appointed India's 
Ambassador to the Philippines, reports UNI. An official announcement said 
he was expected to take up his assignment shortly. Mr Raghunath succeeds 
Mr R. N. Mulye. The announcement also said that Mr Prem Shunker, Additional 
Secretary in the Ministry, had been appointed India's Ambassador to Ireland. 
[Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 26 Feb 86 p 1] /9274 


TRAwWE UNION'’S PLEA--New Delhi. February 19: The Congress-led Indian National 
Trade Union Congress (INTUC) today urged the government to take a closer look 
at the increase in prices of petroleum products. The plea showed that ele- 
ments in the ruling party were also disturbed by the economic policies of the 
government. The working committee of the INTUC meeting here under the presi- 
dentship of Mr G. Ramanujam, pointed out that the increase in the levy of 
petroleum products along with the earlier rise in the administered prices of 
wheat, rice, fertilisers and coal would further aggravate the sufferings of 
the working and the middle classes. It observed that while the hike in the 
price of kerosene and cooking gas would affect almost every household, the 
additional levies would inflict considerable damage on the economy. The com 
mittee said one of the factors causing increased industrial sickness was the 
absence of adequate purchasing power left with the people. It urged the gov- 
ernment to view the demand for increase in the floor level of exemption from 
income tax, not only as being in the interest of the middle classes but also 
as in the interest of the national economy. It also wanted the prices of es- 
sential commodities to be kept stable throughout the seventh plan period by 
administering appropriate remedies and eliminating middlemen. [Text' [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Feb 46 p 9} /9274 


SUPPORT FOR AQUINO--After careful consideration, the Government of India in- 
structed the Indian Ambassador to the Philippines, Mr Romesh Mulye, to pay 

a courtesy call on Mrs Corazon Aquino in Manila much to the consternation of 
the Marcos Government. The decision to extend this moral support to Mrs 
Aquino, the "defeated" candidate in the rigged presidential election, became 
all the more significant in the absence of the customary congratulatory message 
to the President, Mr Ferdinand Marcos on his "re-election." The Government 
of India has been wondering, after taking this unprecedented step of estab- 
lishing contact with Mrs Aquino, whether it should ask the Indian Ambassador 
in Manila to attend the swearing-in ceremony of Mr Marcos on Tuesday, when 

he plans to assume office for another six-year term. Government relieved: 
But much to the relief of the Government of India there are reports that 

Mr Marcos has decided not to invite any foreign dignitaries or Manila-based 
envoys to his inauguration in the prevailing atmosphere of great tension. It 
would save India the embarrassment of asking its Ambassador to refrain from 
attending the swearing-in ceremony to indiciate the country's sympathy for 
the Filipino people's struggle for restoration of democracy. The Indian 
decision to establish contact with Mrs Aquino was taken after the Japanese 
Ambassador in Manila called on her and the envoys of the European Economic 
Community issued a joint statement which Mrs Aquino interpreted as an expres- 
sion of moral support. [Text] [By G. K. Reddy] [Madras THE HINDU in English 
24 Feb 86 p 1] /9274 


EASTERN NAVAL COMMAND--New Delhi, Feb. 23. Vice-Admiral, S. C. Chopra, has 
beeu appointed Flag Officer Commanding-in-Chief, kastern Naval Command, 

Visakhapatnam. Earlier, he was commanding the western fleet. A graduate of 
the National Defense Staff College, Wellington, Admiral Chopra is one of the 
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senior-most naval aviator. A qualified flying instructor, he commanded a 
squadron of fighters on board INS Vikrant in 1964 and later commanded the 
frigate INS Beas and the fleet tanker, INS Deepak. He was awarded the Nao 
Sena Medal in 1972 and the Ati Vishisht Seva Medal in 1985. [Text] [Madras 
THE HINDU in English 24 Feb 86 p 7] /9274 


CONSULATES IN UK--India, disappointed at the British authorities’ handling of 
the situation created by the anti-Indian extremists, has closed down two of 
its consulates. The consulates were located in Liverpool and Glasgow, and 
headed by Assistant High Commissioners Yogendra Kumar and H D K Kakkar. The 
closure was ordered by the Indian Government last month. India has another 
consulate in Birmingham. Both Liverpool and Glasgow have a fairly large 
community of Indian settlers, where anti-Indian separatists have sought to 
spread disaffection. It was in Liverpool that Indian diplomat Ashok Mhatre 
was murdered two years ago by a garig of extremists, following the execution in 
India of notorious terrorist Maqbool Butt. The Government of India, which has 
been in close and constant touch with the British authorities since the rise 
in anti-Indian activities of separatist groups in Britain, has conveyed its 
disappointment at lack of effective action by the Conservative Government. 
Despite repeated assurances by Premier Markaret Thatcher, the British author- 
ities’ actions have been far from adequate, India has felt. [Text] [New 
Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Feb 86 0 1] /9274 


DEFICIT WITH EEC--New Delhi, Feb. 19 (PTI) India has run into a massive 
traue deficit of Rs 1,869 crores with the European Economic Community (EFC) 
during the first eight months of 1985. Disclosing this, an analysis in the 
latest issue of the Eurost at, published by EEC, said that India's adverse 
trade balance with the EEC was 1.79 billion European currency units (ECU) 
during the period in question. While the Community imported goods worth 
1.97 billion ECU from India during the first eight months of 1985, its aggre- 
gate exports to India for the same period amounted to a huge 3.76 billion 
ECU. (One FCU was roughtly equal to Rs 10.50). Commodity, wise, trade 
between India and the EEC available till the first half of 1985 (January- 
June), show a big surplus for EEC from exports of chemicals, machinery and 
transport equipment. [Text] [Calcutta THE TELEGRAPH in English 20 Feb 86 
p 9) /9274 


CSO: 4600/1790 - END - 
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